Reporting from
TOKYO

MALAYSIA 'hdpes-‘ to learnx

from- Japan on  solving its
mounting rubbish problem:

As less than 13 per cent of
the country’s solid waste is re-

cycled, “further - studies -are
continually being done to en-

sure the féasibility of having-a-

proper system of solid waste
incineration.
- Deputy- . Prime

cial visit- to Japan- this. week
may offer -an opportunity for

the authorities to look further

into resolving the problem of

too much rubbish in the coun-

try and the best solutions.

And included in his delega-
tion for the four-day visit start-
ing yesterday was ‘Housing
and Local Government Minis-
- ter Datuk Seri>Ong Ka Ting.
The team will,visit Chuo city’s

incineration plantlater today.

Although no details are -

available, it is learnt that Ong
will get a briefing from the in-
cinerator’s administrators
and city officials.

Malaysian ambassador to"

Japan Datuk Mohd Radzi Ab-
dul Rahman said the delega-
- tion would look into all aspects
of the incineration plan.
“As far as we know, the in-
cinerators in Japan, partlcu-
- larly in Tokyo, are built™in a
heavily populated area  that
takes into account the envi-
ronment, the gas emission and

_the safety and health of the \

me  Minister
Datuk Seri Najib Razak’s offi--

>

people he told the Press ata | ,

“briefing at the Malaysian em--
. #bassy, here, yesterday.
Malaysia’s plan to.build an

incineration plant in. Broga,

Selangor, was met with fierce . -

opposition from activists and

residents. With such:an oppo-:
sition, “health'- and ~environ=

ment were at risk anyway.
It was reported that in 2005,

about 7.34 million tonnes of - 7

solid- waste was' generated in
Malaysia, enough tofill up 42

buildings - the - size of the: x

Petronas Twin Towers..

that the visit to the incinera-
tion plant ‘here’ was not- the

‘main agenda as there were
other. important areas con-

cerning bilateral relations.

_He said the main purpose of 3
Najlb s visit was to enhance an -

already close relation between

the two countries; especiallyin

trade and investments, infor-

mation and communications. -

technology, biotechnology and
development of human capl-
~tal.

“The v151t is ‘to ensure

Malaysia’s continued -attrac--
tiveniess - _for- -Japanese . in

vestors while encouraging ex-
isting investors to expand their
‘businesses, and also to attract
new investments,” he added.
‘Malaysia’s trade with Japan

‘stood at RM115.7: billion last.

year, 10.8 per cent of ‘the
country’s global trade.

Radzi, however, pointed out

Deputy Prlme Mlmster Datuk Sen Na||b Razak with ]apan s Forelgn Mlnlster Taro Aso (Ieft) at the Tku House y ter
‘and h|s delegation are in Japan for a four-day working visit. — Bernama plcture e -

- Exports to Japan increased
by about eight per cent, from

- RM49.9-billion to RM52,2 bil-
lion . last year. ~Malaysia’s -
‘largest export item was elec-
“trical’ and -electronic “goods,

with a value 0f RM16.9 hillion,

~ followed by liquified - natural

gas (RM13:6 billion).
Malaysia’s largest “import -

o was also. eleotncal .and -elec-

ooking East to solve rubb

NbT 5 ’we'?

tronic. products amountmg to'

RM25.8 billion:
‘Radzi said Najib was sched
< uled tor meet Prime- Minister

“counterpart . Fumio  Kyuma

' Tater today, with focus on bilat- -

- eral relations-and-current is-

- sues like terrorism and safety

" of the Straitsof Malacea.

Na_]l.b will also address the; X

Japa,nese busmess commumty'

- “liver a‘lecture-on East Asu;m -
_security tomorrow. - -
Shirizo ‘Abe and his Defence " .
- rea en Thursday,also for an -
official visit; Najib-will visit

" decade ago, to learn more  “ister
about disaster reduction. .~ - ta

and politicians, as well as'de-"
Before leaving for South Ko-ﬁ

Kobe, the Japanese city hit by
an-earthquake. more than a
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