Free trade dea,l cann,ot
make deadllne says US

chances of ‘a free trade deal with
_Malaysia before a crucial deadhne ex-
- pires in two weeks. '

Steve Norton, a spokesman for US‘

- Trade Representative Susan Schwab,
said the Malaysian Cabinet remained
locked in debate -about crucial provi-
-sions of the deal, iicluding government

- procurementrules. - -

" After the last round of talks. last
month; Malaysia had informed the US

that it needed more time. to develop a-
political consensus in favour of the am-

“bitious pact, he said.

“That process ‘is contmumg in the
, Ma.laysum Cabinet. But I think it’s clear
- at this peint that getting the free trade

agreement done under the ctirrent TPA

“(Trade. Promotwn Authorlty) isimprob-
able”

‘The tlmeta,ble is tlghtemng because

5 Pres;dent ‘George W. Bush will lose his
ch allows deals to be fast-

ough Congress, on July 1.
. Wrapped up by the end of this month to

give Congress the requisite time of three -

months to consider the deal.
‘With' that deadline just two weeks

yich FTA negotiations need to be. -
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’WASHINGTON The United States gov-
ernmerit on Friday. all but ruled: out the -

away, time hasvm;ually run out Norton :

conceded e i
“Having said that we’re gomg to con-

tinue meeting and will probably have

- further dlscussmns in the next few
weeks '

“You don’t want io let negotlauons :

that have been'going on for the best part

ofayear to justdisappear.” :
The two countriés have held five

‘rounds of talks but negotiations have

bogged: down over 58 unresolved “is-
sues, and no further rounds have been

- scheduled between the US and its 10th - -
largest trading partner.

“The government fully understands -
the thinking and concerns of the people
on the maiter,” Prime Minister Datuk.
Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi had said

following an inconclusive Cabinet meet-
: mg onMarch?7. : :

“I would like to : assure that the na-

- tion’sinterest will always be safeguard- B
‘ed and would ot be sacrlﬁced in any
- way.
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* Minister ‘of ]mernatmnal Trade and

Industry Datuk Seri Rafidah:Aziz insist-
ed -after last month’s round that the:

talks would continue, and has said hoth

‘ parttes were frying to resolve outstand-

ing obstacles mformally —AFP
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