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KUALA LUMPUR: Malay- -~
sia: will not be rpressured'
by time- frames or dead-
linesin its free trade nego--
tiations with the Umted .
‘States.

Deputy Prime . M]mster
Datuk Seri- Najib: Razak -
said Malaysia’s stand was
clear, that pegotiations .
wotld continue until both
Malaysia and* the US
reached - & mutually ac-
ceptable decision. °

“We are not constrained
with respect to any specif-

- ictimetable. ~

“We will notbe bound to

“a time ﬁ'amekandvye,wﬂl,
study every issue with the
utmost care,” he said yes-
terday after an interview
with Radio - Televisyen
Malaysia (RTM) .

" A media report-yester-
day said a- two-week

. deadline was Iooming as
US “President George W.
Bush would lose his Trade

~Promotion - - Authority,

- which.allowed deals to be
fast-tracked ‘through
Congress, on July 1. e

- “The Malaysia-US FTA

-.megotiations needed to be

- wrapped.up by the end of

' the month-to _give the US

- Congress. the requisite -

. time of ‘three months to
consider. the deal, the re-

portsaid. -~

- Thereport quoted Steve :
‘Norton, a spokesman for

US Trade Representative -

Susan Schwab, as saying

that the- Malay51an Cabi- -

ing Q%?ienunent procuire-
-mentrules”. - :
The report added that
during negotiations last
_-month, Malaysia had in-
formed the US -that *“it
needed more time to de-,
~velop a political ‘consen- -
sus in favour of the ambi-
tiouspact”. ~ - :
. -Najib "said Malaysms
“stand had ,been made
known to the US govern-
ment - by - International
Trade and Industry Min-
ister Datuk Ser1 Rafidah
Aziz. =
Asked whether the US
- 'was pressuring. Malaysia. |
~into. making - a decision,

Najib replied: “No, ‘rhe Us ER

1 willnot pressure us.”
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