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KUALA LUMPUR ~ Thirty
schools- — the ‘créme de la
creme —will soon be the firstto
enter ‘the “clusters of “excel-

lence”. They can look forward -

tomore autonomy, fundmg and
resources. -

Education - Minister- Datuk
Seri - Hishammuddin - Hussein

said yesterday that the names-

of the schools would be. an-
nounced next month.
‘However, . - other * schools
‘seeking to join the illustrious
list would not be overlooked.
The ministry welcomed ap-

plications from all_schools

seeking to be one of the 30
“special” schools. ;

. And more schools would be
added to thisTist.

“Schools should think twice
or three times before they ap-

) ply because if they are selected k

they will have a heavy respon-

’ sﬂ)lhty as [ expect them to per-
“form;” he said at a news confer-
._ence after a meeting with min-
istry officials on the clusters of

excellence

Next month a select commlta :
- tee will be formed to pick the 30

schools that-will qualify to be-

‘come role: models for others. i
They will - .need to have -

achieved a certainlevel of excel-

lence, according to criteria de- . .

termmed by the ministry. .

Academic - performance, -in- -

frastructure and other require-

ments, to be announced later,

will be taken into account. .
The  selectioni- proeess- and

the concept -of the clusters -

would not be, elitist. Clusters

~would include rural schools

and even Orang Asli schools.
He said the ministry would

" meet with parent- -teacher as-

or spe(na

s0c1at10ns and alumnl of: the
candidate schools to determine
what they actually need, such
as a- different prmc1pal or
headmaster.
“We .could have a fast-track

“* methanism where * qualified
“teachers become “heads ‘of
-these * schools, .
Anunuddm Baki can provide

and - Institut

in-house training.
“What we are lookmg for is
vheads of schools who will serve

for five years, and be complete- -
1y responSIble for whqt hap-

pens in their school.”
Hishammuddin. also com-

" mented that the restructuring - .

of state education departments

“would not result in-fewer op-

portunities for teachers:

Last  week, the  National
Union of the Teaching Profes-
sion said several elements of

" the restructuring, such as the
presence of admnnstratwe and. -

benefits
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dlplomanc ofﬁcers and the lim- -

“ited posts for those-in the DG44 "
- grade, would see fewer oppor- ‘

tunities for teachers to move up.

. theranks.’

The. union saad thJs would :
cause unhappiness within the
profession:

" There are only seven _posi- - -

tions at the DG44 grade in state
education. departments under .

“the . restructuring exercise; -
‘compared with the numerous

positions in the “lower-rank
ing” DG41:

- Hishammuddin said manyk’

posmons of various gradeshad - .
been added to provide more -
opportunities _ for - teachers.
This was only- mﬁ{ﬁnsj; phase of

the restructurifgsn-sy.s.»

*“Don’t fear what mayar may.
not: happen, and do not just
look at the micro details. It will
distract people from doing
theirjobs.” ~
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