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~ Barisan Nasional manifesto for the 2004 elec-
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not a “good enough” reason to call for an early

The Prime Minister- said. Malaysians were

) beneﬁtmg from  the country's ‘economic
growth but he had to give due consideration to

other factors as well before calling for an elec—
tion. ,
“They 1nclude fulfilling promrses in the

tions, Abdullah said in a 30-minute interview
with CNBC. Asia;. which was  telecast at
11.30am yesterday

-~ “I must assume that Malay51ans want me to
fulfil my promises, and I have some more-to

do. Of course, we want to make sute that the

development is felt by the people. I suppose
‘economy alone is not enough.

“I must make sure that the party is ready and

everyone is geared for campaigning. It is never

one factor to call-for an election,” he said,
Interviewer Martin Soong also: asked
Abdullah’ when' Malay51a would: be-ready to
allow the ringgit to trade offshore, considering
that the currency has gained value significantly.
The ‘Prime Minister said: “At -the-moment;
we are not ready for stich-a pelicy::

“The ringgit can still become stronger. Its -
. strength. is very important, as it affects conﬁ—

dence in the economy.
“*I would not wantto see a yo-yo 51tuat10n It
is not good,” he said, adding that he was happy

that the ringgit was not a target for specula— :

tion. .
He hoped. the rmgglt ‘would gain strength
gradually -and consistently, rather then. sud-

denly increasing and dropping in value since it

could lead to other problems. -

Holdings Bhd and Volkswagen AG, Abdullah

said if the Government could work on a part-

nership or joint venture, it could enhance the
growth of Proton in terms of technology devel-

-opment.

This, hopefully, would make the carmaker
more competitive, he said.

However, he added: “We wouid hke Proton
o remain Proton.

“They cannot decide to forget the name,

| »The rmgglt can stlll
general election,  said Datuk Seri Abdullah
~Ahmad Badawi. - :
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« Proton and allow it to disappear. Proton is the

prlde of the country.”
"On' his tiff with predecessor Tun Dr
Mahathlr Mohamed (who allegedly thought

Abdullah's approach of an open government 1s\

regressive), the Prime Minister said:
“I have to think of the best method and

strategy te adopt to get the Nmth Malaysra,
“.Plan 1mp1emented
“Inflation-is low, deficit is commg down and--

growth level i is being maintained ata satrsfac—

tory level. v
“ “Thereis rmprovement and that means we

are not static.”

Asked if enough had been done over the”
‘past 25 years in téerms-of distribution of

growth for bumiputras, Abdullah said only 18%

' (of the targeted 30%) had been achieved.

" While he called for greater participation; he

said the Government was. careful to ensure"
“that it was not against the interest of non-

Malays.

.To a suggestion that hrs momentum against
corruption had slowed down, Abdullah said
the allegation was unfair. :

He said he had carried out many preventrve

‘measures and programmes.

They include the setting up of the: Institute
of Integrity, appointing 300 investigators who

-“operate independently from the police and
On- the ongoing ‘talks between Proton .

appointing- forensic auditors. to- investigate

- white-collar crimes.

On the Empleyees Provident Fund's take-
over of the RHB banking group, Abdullah said

-it was a “good investment for the EPF and the
- contributors.”

B See Views 18 & 20
Exciting times for investors
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