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-ecofiomy is perceived by foreigi
~ businessmen to be more corrupt
this year compared to last year;
according to an annual survey

~ carried out by Hong Kong-based

“"Political~ and. Economic - Risk
*.Consultancy (PERC).
‘ e survéy results that were

was'a slight

- -decrease from 2006 when Malay-

sia scored 6.13 although it was

still better than the 2005 score of

6.80.

- “This corruptlon perceptlon .
index is something we've done for
over 20 years now and although-

perception and reality are differ-
ent things, when it comes to cor-

ruption, it becomes. very 1rnpor-f ‘

tant,” he said.

“Companies usually base: thelr '

investment decisions on percep-
tion, not reality. If companies per-
ceive the situation in a. particular

country to bedifficult, then thatis

likely to work against their: dec1—
“sion to invest,” he
said. '

Broadfoot ‘added that those

: ‘TLQ ﬁzw-

“sia was rated as bad as Chin

}If‘i—l 372007

- polled - included - managers- of

S mlti- natlonal compames and
: : _\_;itbanks L -
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The ‘most corrupt economy

aceording to the survey is Philip-

pines with a score of 9.40,. fol-

Jlowed by Thailand and Indone51a

both with scores of 8.03. .
Malaysia’s score has Tramspa-

rency International Malaysia (TI-

‘M) president - Tan Sri on

Navaratnam worried alth

~ fkcontends that perceptlon

ception surveys like these difficult -
tounderstand especially if Malay-

- -“This makes it all th
important ‘why Malaysia must

~have its- own- corruption index -

de51gned by Malaysians. Then we
could doa year-on-year comparl-

.son.”

Navaratnam hoped the Govern-
ment would give greater concern’
to the TI-M perception survey
index, which :TI-M - hopes to -
improve on in consultatlon with
all authorities and: nonggovern—
mental orgamsatlons i e

He said persistent reports of the

. poor _-perception- on corruption -

undermined the feel-good factor

~Malaysians now enjoyed.’ 3
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