- APARLIAMENTARY panelhas

called on the Prime Minister’s

" Department to organise inter-

‘faith dialogues among reli-
gious leaders to promote har-
.- mony among the races.

-+ The ‘Parliamentary. Select

Committee on Unity and Na-
tional Service is recommend-

" ing-that the Prime Minister’s -

Department put in place a
. body or méchanism to’ super-

vise and manage these discus- -

SIOI]S

* “We feel rehgmus represen—“ :
tatlves should always be given
the ‘opportunity and space to

- hold dialogues among them-

selves in'a harmonious envi-

ronment,” said the committee

~ initsreport tabled yesterday. .

The committee is also rec-
ommending that the Eduea-
tion Act 1996 be amended to

allow the teaching of religions

other than Islam in govern-

ment schools to be financed by -

_public funds. Currently, public

funds ecan' only be applied to-

‘wards the teaching of Islam.

" “Section 51(a) of the Actf
‘'should be amended as govern-'

" méntrevenue iscollected from
all - contributors,
and various sectors regardless
of. ethnicity and religion.”

- It said the reaomendanon(
comes from opinions voiced by -

tions, " associations and indi-

viduals at its public hearings -

_during ts two-year tenure. .

“We found that many of the -
opinions touched on the im- .
_portance of racial ‘unity- and
national mtegranen m the m-‘ :

taxpayers’

| Re orts by
asudevan . .
and Anis Ibrahlm °

By -

terests of economic stabﬂlty

nious environment.

~“Among the points stressed
were the racial compositionin . .
the civil' service, religious

practices and the distribution

“of wealth. Our recommenda-

tions are based on these opin-

ions and responses by relevant

government departments.”
‘While. a specific National

Unity and Integrity Policy was -

unnecessary as such princi-

ples’ already existed in the .
-Federal Constitution,. Rukun'

Negara and the National Edu-

* cation Policy, the committee -

felt that a “mulu-culturahsm

* policy” wasnieeded.. ,

- “Guidelines on a multi-cul:
: turahsm policy must be drawn
“.up-fo ensure that all develop-
non-governmental organisa-

ment - programmes take our

~diversity ‘into - account. This.
~will help to create-a Malaysian
+-publi¢’ which is mutually- re-_
" Spectful, kind andtolerant: -+
““We also recommend that. -
~there be a ‘Unity Impact As~
sessrent’ 16 make- sure that

E :‘;Gwdelmes ona multl culturahsm

pohcy must be drawn up to ensure -
“that all development programmes

E take our’fdlverSIty mto account

thh is mutually respectful -

- ,-kmd and tolerant.

~and. a peaceful and harmo- - : -
: The Parlfamentary Select Commlttee

on Umty and Nat:ona! Serwce -

development programmes do

1ot deviate from- the road to -

unity and mtegrlty in tandem
with development.”

- Thereport, which alsolooks™
“at the present edacation sys-

tem and how it affects national

- umity, takes a strong view of
" race-hased clubs in schools.

“The setting up-of racially-
- based school clubs and- associ-
* ationsshould be restricted:

-“Such clibs segregate stu—
dents and their activities into

their “own . ethnic groups "

- rather than benefit them.”

* . All students should also be -
taught' about- various world -
civilisations and religions-
: ~*Important principles. such-.. .+

- as values and morals, consis-*
tent in .all faiths; should be’
taught durmg the students’ re-:

specuve rehgmus lessons

The 11-member ¢ommittee
headed by Minister in the
Prime Minister’s Department
Datuk Dr Maximus Ongkili is
also recommendmg that
membership in Integration or
Rukun Negara clubs be made
compulsoryfor stadents. ,

On-National Service, it said
trainers and educators should

improve " their - expertise in

their respective areas. -
“Trainers should " also’ be

- made up. “of various: ethnic

groups, not 3ust fo reflect the
programme’s philosophy but

“to ensure that its effectiveness
. and objectives areachieved.”. -

The report, with 12 recoin= -

' mendations, -is. the- comnit-
tee’s first after its mceptmn in
fDecember 2004 e
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