fiil By Wan Hamldl Hamld
news@nst com Lmy e

EANG '_ WI A spoCIal mlmsterlal{;{;{
.;'comlmttee will- be formed by.
--";_Maiaysm and Smga.pore to focus
solely on bringing in investments; - |
" and facﬂltaung business and "
tourism  in ‘southern Johor S
Iskandar Development“Regmn
- Prime Minister. Datuk Seri Ab- .~
dullah Ahmad" Badawi said “t.ho;f__ = .
;. committee would comprise a min- .
*ISIBI‘ from each country and other |
“mintsters will be invited to joinin -
When related issues involving spe- - §
_cific projects &nd prograo:ﬂnes
were involved.
 He said-it. would be a general
~ committee-and: not a consultatwe
'--_.commlttee o
. A consultative comlmttee could
- lmply the need to refer to each
~ government in makmg decisions,
- which “would. bhe " “unfair to
Malaysia, as Iskandar is a-
‘Malaysian project, and not a Jomt
_Venture with another country.

- counterpatt; Lee Hsien Loong, sharmg a Ilght moment after the
Malaysm-Smgapore delegatlon meetmg in Langkawn yesterday

Datuk Seri S Samy Ve]lu Trans—. '_'
Abdullah ‘said the comnuttee ‘port Minister Datuk Seri. Chan jmﬂ*oductlon of a smartcard, -
~ would discuss in detail the mior- ~; Kong Choy, International Trade.

“mal discussions_he had Wltﬁr § “and Industry Minister D atuk Seri
Singaporean - “counterpar t7. Tee

.smart card is safe, not easil
art’; Lee  Rafidah Aziz, Youth and Sports.

-Hsien: Loong hero yesterday-ane

- other matters to he dohborated

“Minister Datuk Seri Azalina Oth- =

man Said and Johor Menteri Be- -

- ﬁ]rther ]a,ter ) . - sar Datuk SEI'I Abdlﬂ Gham Oﬂl L
 “This committee is excluswely

- for Iskandar and it can invite any

ma,n L |

- Abdullah sa.ld the 1dea for the Smga,pore
- ministers at any time to discuss the
. details,” he said here after sending -

_committee came about’ after he
- brought up the need for easier ac-

Lee off at the end of their two- day

‘informal meeting yesterday,

- cess between Iskandar and Singa- -
~Among the ministers at the dis-

‘pore-to Lee, who then suggested®
. cussmns were Works MJmster

_checkpomt "
- The original pmposal to mtro-
duce a passport-ﬁ'ee reglon in

--such a committee as the best av-
enue He sa1d among the ﬁrst

Iska:ndar late Iast
f,__;fscrappod early last month due to
. concerns that the area could be
" flooded with forelgnors L

'-*?j‘aqd bring in an immigr ation offt-

ane Mlmster Datuk Sen Abdullah Ahmad Badaw: and hIS Smgaporef_.-f_

“cloned and how best to use it. .
This is for both Singaporean cm--_.l
zens doing business or visiting |
. Iskandar and also for those work-
ing in Iskandar who want to-go to - Here |
a . da.y, Lee sald Sm a‘p%afe had de-

- cided that’ Iskanda.r would be fun- -
; damentally good for the republic.

~“We don’t want people to spond"_f" |
too much time at the customs, im--
- Imigration- a.nd quara.ntme (CIQ) )

year was.

The' replacement would .bo-r’;

f‘;’i’-sma.rt card access, having similar
“Heatures as-the |
passport that contams a sma,rt

present Malaysmn "

Abdu]lah sald Malay51a wamed

“-to ‘éncourage easier access to
: --.Iskanda,r butnotfree access. -

“No country in the world a,]lows_"_ |

. free access,” he added

The. prime ‘minister - sald the -

'“speclal conimittee would also dis-
_Cuss - co-operaﬁon 10 - promotei.
' tourism in both’ countries and
“ways to expedite the flow of
tourlsts agthe CIQ checkpoint.

“For example, maybe we- ca,n--'

- T

haﬁez tour:buses St(]p at one pomt

ey

- CE 10 check ) assengers’ pass-
'--“_.'{'.'_'ports inside |

- tour bus stops at the CIQ point, the

officer can just announce its ar-
1tems to be dlscussed would be the_ *rival without ha,wng to check
them againonebyone. = )
“We want to make sure - the_ .

he:buses. When a

. Maybe there Would be. Better

y . ._.Ldeas to make it easier for tourists
- to visit both our countries. The_
committee will dehbera,te on thls

~ and other matters.” ,ﬁh e |

At an ear lier joint pregs ¢
6 yester-

“I suggested to Pak Lah that we
need to set up a ministerial com--

‘ittee to dlscuss further on thls ”
**he added
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