| lng ‘to- Abe on- Iskandar

~ourrelations.”

glon (Iandar) has captured the

.....

) attennon “of - J apanese - premier

0 Abe, who gave a personal

######

underta]nng that he would inform

- Japanese companies‘to get them
to mvestmthe project -

Badawi, descrlbed the . project in

southern Johor as a “hrﬂhant
- idea”. - -

"_'du]lah S&ld that In hls brref -
during
esterday ‘he had

their meeting

- ]Jk’ened southern Johor’s role and

promnnty to Singapore to that of

Shenzen in China and Hong Kong.

“It had not only been sucoessflﬂ
hut also strategic.”
The prime Immster WhO isona
 five- -day visit here, said Iskandar
was one area where Malaysia and

Japan could co-operate further af-

- ter half a century of progressive
relattons between both countries.

““We need to look into new pro- -

Jects and programmes to enhance

‘Abdullah said there were Inany

~ areas yet to be explored beyond

the 25-year-old Look East Policy,

| 111 Wthh a total of 14, 000
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'_ Datuk SEI’I Abdullah Ahmad Badam exchangmg greetlngs Wlth hIS |
Japanese counterpart Shinzo Abe at the prime mlmster s oﬁ’icnal

resndence in Tokyo yesterday — -AP plcture

| Malaysmns had undergone traln-_
-'_*lng and studledeapan | B
“There is no shift in our empha- -
srs on the policy. What it has done
© s to develop our human capital
and we Want this to be taken t’ur—.i B
._ther .
Earher Abdullah had Wltnessed-"‘:
the srgmng of a Inernorandum of

| .understandjng between Umversrtl' i
-Teknologi Malaysra and Meiji Uni-
versity for a

student exchange
progrannne -
‘He said he had also requested

~“that the setting up of the Interna-
... tional - Technology

Un_wersrty a
~joint: Malaysra-—Japan project, be -
expedlted as a symbol of the two '.

) countrles frrendshl

- Abdullah said Ahe also touehed-

on the role Japan desired to playin
-Asean+3 (together with China and
- South Korea] and the southern |

| Phjhpplnes |

‘He said he was heartened by“-
Tokyo sinterestin the Middle East,
‘which he described as a. “theatre

- ofconﬂlct”

. “The- Mrddle East issue is no
longer an Arab issue nor an Islam-
“ic one. It has become an interna- -
tional issue and attention should -
be glven to resolwng the prohlems _'
there S .
- Abdullah sald he extended two |
mwtatrons to Abe; one for an offi-
~cial visit to Malay31a and the other
for the country’s Independence
Day celebrations on Aug 31. |
Besides Abe, invitations had__
heen extended to Heads of govern-
- ments of Asean nations and coun-
tries celebrating 50 years of rela--

B - tions with Malaysia.

On Monday, MalaySran Ambas-

“sador to J apan Datuk Mohd Radzi

- Abdul 'Rahman said the Japan-
~ /Malaysia Economic Partnership
- “Agreement, which took effect last
- July, may have lifted Japanese in-
. vestmentin Malaysia. =~ - :
Japan was the country’s Iargest

“foreign investor last year, with

‘BM4.41 billion: invested in the

| _Malaysran manufacturing sector.

:In the first quarter of the year, -

~Japanese. direct investment to-
- talled RM1.1 billion, mostlyin ma-

_.hmery and eqmpment manufac—'-.-
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