New hardship allowance for ‘heroes’

"Datuk Seri Hishammuddin
Hussein says teachers and

support staff will get beneflts ‘

PUTRAJAYA. Rural teachers -
once described as “heroes” by

the prime- minister,:-now
get their rewards. ‘

The governmet “has ap-»

proved the Education - Min-
istry’s request for a new hard-
ship allowance and a once-a-

year travel allowance to re-

turnhome.-

The amount of hardship al-
lowance will be based on three
classifications.

‘Teachers serving in- Class I..
' ship allowance while the other
. spouse will continue receiving

rural areas will receive a
monthly allowance of RM500,
those in Class II will receive
BM1,000 - and Class 1II,

.RM1,500.

Payment of the allewance

begins this month and will -

benefit 15,499 teachers and
3,797 support staff in rural
schools Educa’uon Munster
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VvDatuk Serl Hishammuddin
.- Hussein announced yester-
will - .day.

- The government has allo-

“cated RM187 million a year for
 the allowance, which replaces .
the monthly incentive of 10

per cent of a rural teacher’s
monthly salary, regardless of

- where they serve.

However, for married cou-

- ples who are both rural teach-
"ers or support staff, only one

spouse can receive the hard-

the monthly incentive.
~The miinistry is in the pro-
cess of determining the classi-

- fication for rural areas ac-

cording - to criteria such- as -
road accessibility, transporta-

“tion risks, availability of water
“and

; electrunty . supply,

o -

telecommunications; sanita-
tion, health services, living

“quarters, and other- amem—

ties.
About RMZ million a year

“has been set aside for the trav-‘

elallowance.

To qualify for this, teachers
and support staff must have
served at ledst six months-in
the interior. The allowance is
also extended to their fanuly
" members.

H1shammuddm announced
the allowarices yesterday after

" a meeting -with 24 teachers’

associations.
Next in the p1pe11ne for the
teaching - profession. is = ap-
proval of the Super Headmas-
ter’s promotion scheme, simi-
lar to the Super Teachers and
Super " Principals.

scheme,
whereby these promoted will

continue to remain as teach-"
ers in schiools without having

_{o-move to-administrative du-
* ties under the ministry.

Phshammuddm said = the

" Public * Service Department’
“had approved the scheme in

principle, which would benefit
some 7,000 headmasters of
primary schools.

“Itis part of the ‘moving up
but not moving out’ concept to
let teachers remain in the
teachmg profession while giv-
ing them recogmtlon and pro-
motions,” he said.

Details of the scheme once
finalised by the PSD, would be
announced, he added.

President of the National
Union of the Teaching Profes-
sion. (NUTP) ‘Anuar. tbrahim

‘'said they were thankful for the

new allowances
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