FROM classroom to concert ha]l
~there ‘will be ‘a single. recurrmg
_* theme-over the next four years —
l‘_f-natlonal unity.

= It willl appear in schools m sub-

Malaysmns have got thelr WO
- making the National Unity and Integration Action Plan happen

write ELIZABEr--e-rH IOHN

-::Jects about Malaysia's ‘many 0“1"' P

* tures and customs; It will be clear "
* inthe look and content of telewsmn___,'_ |
- .-mg the nnportance of natlonal uni- “
i'?_.’;the efforts of 18 ministries, state. .
g ggvernments and 22 public agen-\__;_{_;:,

- and radio programmes.

“-And it 'will be fostered through

cies up to the year 2010.. - -

7 Thisis the National Unity and In- o
B tegratlon Action Plan, which took™ .
. effect after the cabmet approved 1t'~-.-:- -

_' -;-_'_m May last year. -

- The ambitious plan is an attempt:ffa--; :
_ 1o break down the barriers be-
"tween_ races, Malaysians in the
_penisula and Sabah and Sarawak, -
o and close the divide amongregions -
-~ inthespeninsula It recommends al- g

Tost 200 strategies and lists hun-.

“dreds of activities that. agencles
‘could implenient.
. The -most commonly

- talks, forums and campaigns.

~ These are employed for every -
| 'purpose from creatmg a better un-

_créasing the __
- .and apprec1at10n of cultures-and -~
‘customs, the federal constltunon

. recom— |
| _mended activities for all ministries -
~and agencies are old favourites —
~ relations between employers and -
‘employees.

| But many new 1deas have also

| derstandmgfof cultures to stress-__'-f_"_-f.'j
inter-faith d;l%l gues, social nnpact. :

and the Rukun Negara.

.. ‘Many of the programmes, lee
S -'*;_the Soc1al Action Master Plan and:_
‘Local Agenda. 21 have been m |
~place foryears.. = .- - o
- The action- plan now- expects_.’-'
‘agencies to get serious gbout mak= . |
o 5..--wrth those of the Education, Higher
" FEducation, Information-and Cul-
_ture, Arts and Heritage ministries. -

~ "Where it differs the most from-
other agenciesisin its focus on fos- |

~ingthem work and brmg people to -

ether: -

Much of the lan S focus is onl. m- i
ubllc S knowledge;z-_';-

Some ]Jke the Human Resources '_
N Mnnstry will basically continue do-
- ing what they have been all the-
while, which is creating a work-
force responsive to changes and
- helping to- maintain harmonious t]fy
hold direct dialogue with commu-

s "Wrﬁfﬂw“ﬁ% .

heenput forward and they mclude

-_-___assessments of government -poli-
~cies and educating parents- and :
- Alithese are aspects of the. 2006-
- -2010 Rukun Tetangga Action Plan -
‘meant 1o complement the unity
- plan. Under the action plan that -
© - willringupa ill of RM257 million -
" over five years the department
proposes to: |
¢ Triple the number of Volunteer-z- -

.___teachers on muln-raciahsm
" The lead agency — *the Natlonall_-'g
Umty and Integration Department
- —bears the brggest burden under'..- -
-'the plan. -

It will have to reallse a vastly d1

- verse set.of ] rogrammes ranging -
“from foocl festwals to creatmg role S
models in society. . -
- Some: of -its Work wﬂl overlap = "f_gus S
o Increase the number of Rukun o

tering neighbourliness. -

‘Tt will set up a task force to 1den-d |

local issues and find solutions, -
~ers with mediation skﬂls to help

~ nities and ‘launch a My Neigh- '_them resolve problems

E bour, My Famﬂy campalgn

rk cut out for them when |t comes to

TAN CHOE CHOE and R YASOTH -

POIR ff:' | dents from-other states.”

The department il

t,101,700in 2010. -

o Tetan ga, (RT) areas by 200 ayear.

-Till last August there were 3 272"

RT areas in the country. . N
» Raise the allocation for each RT

~ to RM10,200 — close to double of A

what it has been given so far. ! -

+ Equip community and RT lead

e (et commumtres to share m

' ""formanon and grow closer by exa_'_
pandmg the RT Net programme -

“» Setup new economrc oppor ta-

| mtles atthe RT level. -

o Get-RTs to host exchange stu-__'_'

o Build new agtivity centres UI]l

ill expand and ty complexes and RT centres.”
-mcrease volunteer’ nelghbourhood |
patrol schemes to help fight crune pracucal strategies like setting up

-in'housing areas nationwide. .

“The plan also" recommends

- more federal government agency
'branches m dlStI’lCtS and standar- -
- "the

| Sabah and Sarawak

_____

PemnsUlar Malaysra and

- Ministries are: also expected to -
focus development  in ~margi- -

\nahsed districts and increase ei'
income sources for those in the ru- -
~' 'patrol schemes from 498 last Au g
o+ Tt has several agencies workmg |
“on -an early detection system for
" conflicts and dlscourages the set-
tmg up of organisations that cham-"
" pion only onerace or religionto the

ral areas to close thie income gap. -

detriment of national unity. |
“Some .actions - have also been"_.

" proposed to- ensure companies’

~ policies and programmes ‘contain

" elements of national unity and all
- racesare employed inevery. ﬁeld of
| work I
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