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KUALA LUMPUR After e1gh<t
years, -88 sinart schools and
- hundreds of millions of ringgit; .
-are-our schoolchildren~pre--
pared - for the Informatwn,

' Age? oo
Most Malaysmns do not

think so, and. a majority ‘of

them are cluelesson the smart

“schools project a;nd whatitac-: ‘

tually entails.:

With a major mternatlona.l'
conference on smart schoois:

starting: here -today, parents

and teachers: are hoping for” |
a,nswersastowherethesmart; -3

_schools initiative is heading,

and how it has fared over the _

_years;
Parent.-Lydia Wong, who

keeps track of educational is~

 sues, said she hadheard of the

smart schools concept since it -

started in 1999 but did not
know -of - its progress or

whether the RM300 million in-:

vested: in it had been well
spent. ,

“It ‘was. a lot of money, T
think, to buy hardware for
scheols but if the objective is to

cultivate a culture-of Informa-

tion and .- Communication
Technology ~and innovative
teaching for our students, has
itworked?” she asked.

. The smart schools pro;ect was formulated to prepare school leavers for the lnformatton Age

pmject Years later; 1t was an- A

" nounced that the government

And while most peopieb,

agreed that the younger gen- -

eration was more ICT-savvy,

they said it. was through the.

“knowledge obtained and dis-
‘seminated . through  other
sources like the television, ¢y-
.ber cafes or their personal

computers at home, and not

through schools. .
Mahy. were. also worried
about the gap between urban

and rural or remote schools,”
“where many Students” have -

even less- chance of using a

_computer”, ;an,other parent S.

_Nathansaid. -
The smart’schoo]s project

“was formed to prepare school

leavers for -the ‘Information

Age, to.brmg:about a systemic

change in-educatiordrom an
examination-dominated - cul-
fure to a thinking and creative

knowledge culture, and to

equip students with IT compe-
tence, among others. :

had decided to abandon the =
_building of smart schools from -
. seratch.  The " schools Wer(el’
supposed 1o have been linked
~ they first said o
‘As an alternative, the gov- ~‘there would be 88
ernment said it would equip - ]
all 10,000 existing schools in .

to the Internet and use web-
enabled teaching methods:

the country with the latest IGT

facilities and ensure they used -~

_web-enabled  teaching -and
_ learningmethods.

It was said then that" lt cost
“at least 30 million ringgit to
build the sfructure of a smart
schiool and it would cost much

" less for 4 normal school to be

equipped with ICT facilities

that would_ make the school .

- smart”.

Tic, already bombarded with

The blueprmt for the pro- ~

ject, published in 1997, ;de-
fines the smart school as “a
.- learning institution” that has

been systemically reinvented -
in terms of teaching-learning’

‘practices and school manage-

.and parents were still con-

frequent mention of labels
such as smart schools, vision
-schools - and now,

schools. .

To be fair though, there =
were only these three that

were “truly - “branded” and
plugged and they have very

different concepts — with a =
_heavy. focus on ICT, integra- -
tion and autonomy respective- .

ly.
But ‘this was lost on most,

founded.

ment in order to prepare chil- -

dren for the Information Age™.
At its start, 90 schools were

selected for the pilot project. .

However, this number was lat-
er reduced. Problems arising

from the economic crisis at the *

time resulted in some cut-

backs and scaling down of the

- emphasising ‘cluster schools’, -

“I am a little confused, be-
-cause: they. first said there .
would:be 88 smart schools,

and then the governinent said

afl" ‘schools would becomeﬁ

‘smart’, Now the ministry is

a lot of which are ‘smart’ as

well, 's¢ what is happening?” -

. asked parent Sofea Abdullah.-

Themove confused the pub— :

“cluster -

She said she did notevensee

- —&&
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\ confused because ;

smart schools and
thenthe |
government sald
all schools would -

- become ‘smart’.
~ Now the mmastry

is emphasusmg |
‘cluster schools’, a -
ot of which are e
“‘smart’ as well, so
‘whatis o
happenmg?

- Sofea Abduliah
) Parent - -

| E—

é n:la;rked' difference between
flagship smart schools, which
had been highly touted, and -

other schoolsin the country.

“The fact that the school has-

a website does not count, real-
ly. But:the thing is we. ton’t

" know what is happening with

these-88 schools, what more

the rest. It's a]l a blur, Sofea b
- said.” ’

"Even teachers bmng\up the

-~ fact that they may need more -
* . training when it comes to ICT.
A teacher from Negri Sembi-
Jan, who declined to be
-~ named, said perhaps younger
- and urban teachers were ex- .

posed and familiar. with ICT
applications but many school
- teachers, who found that they

"‘had-to use the computers of—
. tenneeded help.

“A lot of schools do not have

‘Proper computer rooms or ac- -

cess centres, so teachers have

- 1o lug the equipment to classes
“toteach. And some don’t know

even how to set it up with the
projectors. So we may be get-

" ting ‘the hardware and soft-
ware, but if teachers are not .

trained well then the whole

- Jearning with ICT’ culture will .

not take off-as it should,” he

" said..

Other concerns are also of-

ien raised. Are the hardware
" in schools still up-to-date or

are - they obsolete? ‘Does’ e-

learning or teaching using ICT -
truly work or could money be -
" better. used elsewhere? Are
contracts to supply the hard-*
~ware :to schools awarded

based onmerit? -

month to focis on ICT and

smart ‘schools, said it was..

aware of public apprehen--
sions about the issue and

would like to provide more n-
- ence this week will, therefore,
' the ministry hopes, miove to-
isiry -official, ICT can be all--
.about figures and unappeal-
- ing tech mformamm such as .
or

formation.
Unfortunately, said a min-

“bandwidth”, “servers”
computer applications. =
“These may be unpalatable

" the . eguipment”

kthus brushed a51de hy the
‘ masses., -

And the numbers — 97 per

- ¢cent of the 10,000 schools al-
.,ready linked with. ‘Schoolnet’.
.via broadband, 800 more

computer labs this year, 2,100
more access centres to reduce

" the computer to student ratio

— often go unnoticed.
There is now one computer;

10 40 students in the country

(compared to Singapore ‘1:4,
and England 1:6). Under the
ministry’s plan, it wants to bet-
ter.this fo a 1:20 ratio by 2010,
By then, it is hoped that all

_ schools will be smart schools.
* The ministry; also worried

about whether teachers and
students- could “appreciate
provided,
launched an ICT audit initia-
tive in August last year that

" “seeks to assess the effective-

ness of ICT initiatives imple- -

- mented by the ministry. It is
.scheduled:to be completed in .

afewmonths. -
Observers have noted that

“the crucial regults should have
~been ready as-input towards

the formation of the National

- Education Blueprint and the .
: - Ninth Malaysia Plan.

The - Education . Ministry, =
‘“which is* using this whole. .

The ministry has reiterated
that its initiatives are notsetin”
stone and the data obtained
fromthe audit would deﬁmtely

" be used for further improve--

ments.
The smart schools confer-

wards determining the. prob-
lems, ‘successes and experi-
ences of the schools’ ICT utili-
sation. :

And, hopeﬁﬂly, some of the

s " public’s: quest[ons can be an- -
- news deemed “horing” and -

swered.
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