“Ah but a man’s reach should exceed

his grasp. Else what’s a heaven for?” .

- —Robert Browning

- THAVE an announcement to make 1
~ am pregnant. But before little men in -

- white coats appear to take me away; I
_ hasten to explain: ‘that what I meant

- was that I am pregnant with ideas, =~
_inspired by a recent erudite piece in =~
- the Asian thl Street Joumal about B

ging.

~ Yes, there is some mental deterro-i_'_ _.
- ration that- comes with age, but-it'is
“confined to the memory function (I -

~can vouch). For the rest however

longewty brings an nnprovement in
.one’s faculties especially in vocabu-
lary, problem-solwng and, ahove all, -

~increativity.
- “The article brought a degree of $0-

:_'- _lace One of the’ most precmus as-
“pects.of the human exper1ence is the |

life of the mind. |
As a small cthd I once went mlss-_

| ':'-mg Today, this would conjure up the
‘most horrific premonitions of-abduc-
- tion,, rape and worse we read about-

- on an-almost daily basis.

. 'My own little adventure ended 1n-?-_3 g
-nocently enough. T was found in a -
~nearby school having infiltrated the
enfants class. My parents were later -
-mc]med to see this as prophehc In--

- ity. Nor is
command of Enghsh They are ]ust

NT- us |ete7

o mstructed takmg coprons notes and

By Paddy Bowie

from start to finish.

“Today, there -are -18; 000 ohless
Malaysran graduates per year. The -
terwards o
~Education should be an adventure
~ Ipersonally like to-explore intellectu- |
ally. Some people choose to climb’
- Everest or bungee jump or jet ski to
. challenge -themselves. I chose other -
~-avenues not so spectacular but com- -

: pellmg me to dare at tnnes to he dlf-_ _-
 ferent. :
Like when I taught in the Law Fac- o

. issueis not a talent gap but their state
of unreadiness for the world of work. *
. Nothmg wrong either with their ahil-
it just their inadequate

'not business savvy.

- T was horrified to learn from
‘Malaysian vice chancellors that their
students do not ask questions! This
was anathema, almost heresy. A uni- -
- ‘versity is meant to be all about the
* spirit of enqmry and mtellectual cu-’ |
_.rlos1ty |

“Instead, the system is surrendered': __
toa paper chase and an examination

fixation. Education : has become

learnlng by rote, the students bemg c

snncnvely I" had found what was to. -
become a main focus and ins piration
‘of mylife. I always loved school. It was . -
‘an- exciting mte]lectual adventure |

 ulty of Singapore University

‘being a lawyer. It probably sealed a lin-
- ton and Benagzir Bhutto feature. And -

seven samts 86

| _regurgltanngknowledge in the exam :
room. )
Forgettmg that the word educere.
'means to “draw out” not to “putin”.
- The corporate representatives con-
M. . curred. Malaysian graduates enter- o
" ing business don’t think for them-
- selves. They want to be told whatto
. do and prefer-to work in commlttees .
| (w1thout personal respons1b1l1ty) |
_They are prone to excessive boss’
' orientation — whatever the chair-
- “man says at meetmgs they agree —
never mind how they may defer
among themselves in the corrrdor af- o
s | _imst1tute by

without

- lifelong prOpensrty to be a corporate -
freak. |
 Butif I ever conumt murder 1 WJll'_ |
have a stout alumni either side of the -
Causeway to defend me and half the

- for sheer versatility,
archhlshops 18 cardinals and one -
pope. It can also claim John Wesley (a s
founder of Methodlsm)

. judges will have to Tecuse them-

_selves. They include notablesin Sin- .

. gapore like its. ambassador-at-large .

Professor. Tommy Koh: or Députy -

‘Prime ‘Minister S. Ja a.kumar and

“here, former “Justice ‘Datuk __

Vohrah or for that matter__ {_'fe present o
| '._j‘lectual daring. The famous Enghsh;

K.C.

Chlef Justice; -

‘The trouhle lS I knew these former. |
- ual. On the first day of school the stu-

dents all gather in the great hall to
“ hear the headmaster’s annual ad--
dress, mcludmg the roll call of British

| _.students as 18-year-olds. Today they
~are" at least in their 50s, balding,
._--grey—halred paunchy and have ac- -
‘quired a degree of grawtas from
those carefree years. It is dJﬁ'icult to
-'_recognlse them. __
“We can often Judge an educanonal"
its products. Asked to -
- speak for Oxford at the Boat’ Rdce
~Dinner,-
: fornndable roll call, This one univer-
sity has produced four British kings

and at least eight foreignroyals. Raja -
~ do you not consider the leader of a

- Commonwealth c_ountry the equal of
- -.r-_Westmlnster‘?" -

1 was able to- cite " a

Nazrin Shah, the Raja Muda of Perak

‘who has been hitting the headlmes
~ - lately, was also educated there, - |
~Oxford can boast 47 Nobel Prlze;_
- winners; 25 British prime ministers,

and 28 fore1gn presidents, Bill Clin-

- prime - ministers,
- Churehill, produced by the school. -

’ ard educatlon as an adventure

My case rests even wrthout that |

| other impressive list of celebrmes in-
‘the world of the performing arts. |

Being in my anecdotage, I like to.:

fftell anecdotes And now end wrth
- one,.

Bt 1s a Malay51an story of early mtel- "

public school Harrow has a yearly rit-

notably Wmston.

' The students listen in respectful 51-?-:
lence It was therefore somewhat ofa

“culture shock when a new boy stood
~ up-and challenged the- great man:
" “Sir,. you are. wreng There is. one
more

““You onntted J awaharlal N ehru Or :

- The boy in questlon went on to beg-
come the head boy of the school and

- the headmaster hked to-recount the
_story as the time he ﬂrst spotted hlS

4:“1

potential. =~ - }
The boy was Malayslan and 1t may, |

_' not surprise you ‘to learn l]lS name:
_was Woodhull (Anj aman) |
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