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KUALA LUMPUR: Plcture thls 2

_'pehtlcal scenario.

~ The party pres:dent zs bemg- -
“challengéd, 'afriend of the .
mser claims he was

g'i

f-pﬂrty

| __'_b,a kgfabbed }3}’ the very per--

ers a,e thet thelr reformasl. 5

=

- ._here fla;e been meddling in the o

-Uf o fj. the party pe]ls

-sive event at the party’s three-

day congress in Seremben be'f-._ﬂ .,

}f gmmng today. -

- President Detm Ser1 Wan
| 'Amzah Ismail is bemg chal-"
~lenged by former treasurer’
- Abdul Rahman Othman. An- -

“war, 100, has béen nominated

forthe post, with the highest
number of nommetlone frem, o

party divisions,

.. Inthe. three-qceﬁiered ﬁght
__'.Anwar end hlS wife. are fecmg o

che]lenger who ha,s gene
s frem a gentleman’s eampmgn
- - 10_questioning Anwar’s eligi- -
- bility to contest a,nd atteckmg o
_._hlS character. - o
- For Abdul Rehm&n Anwer o
havmg ‘been :convicted in -
court, is not ehg:ble tocontest:
- the post as'he is barred from
" active pohtlcs by lew untﬂ next- o
B Aprﬂ -
Witheut respondmg du*ect-- B
| “-_'ly Anwar said those who re- -
.--_.serted to such. cla;lms ‘were:

“Umno desperedes

. "Anwar’s name:is also bemg_';'i‘*-
..--*dra,gged into the controversy™ -
Statle - - over  Datuk K Naliakarupan
The _re,ma has set the sta,ge ~_who claimed that his best -
: '_'for what looks to be.an explo- ~friend (Anwar) who - invited
~ him to join the party last yeer:'.; '
.had betra, ed him. -
| Nallakerupan was upset
when he was rejected as- the
‘party candidate for the recent

_Tjok by-election, and was even. .
‘more dejected after Anwar al-
- legedly advised him not to con-"

“test for one of the three v1ce--

preSIdent posts.

‘He said he Wairited te qmt-' |

the party.

The perty 15 also fecmg alle

Abdul Rahmaﬂ Othman has
“been nommated for the
'ﬁ preSIdent s post '

o genens frem ether cendldates;
--who claimed that Anwar had -
- “been telling' some ‘of them’ to :

mthdrew from centestmg

~On that score, it eppears P
that a fierce ﬁght will dorm-

| ﬁate the party’s congress. . - .
- The PKR Youth and Wamte |
-wings will vote in their polls to-
-day while the election for the
| .perty leadership is scheduled_
.fer temorrow e

N5T~ 25[ lwo‘?

3 - In31ders however a,re un-
__ fazed by the political events,
8 hehevmg that Anwar has e
- strong griponthe party.
. “I’sapartythatwas fermed
. Dbecausé of him. Keadilan, or-

.~ PKR,isallabout Anwar. -

. - “At best, this (situation) can
be seen as the - party being
‘democratic. Anyone can-chal- .-
“lenge a leader and can hurl al-
“legations at the lea,ders wzthw
out fear of reprisal. . T
. “At worst, Anwar. may lose a
few petentzal leaders. Then
o "_'_aga,m he will gamethers who -

"~ grewaiting | in lme' seld a par--

__j'tymszder e
.+ PKR Youth de; uty 111ferme-
"tIOIl chief Amir Sari believed -
- that it was just.a storm in'a -
-tedcup; although he .recog-
nised the attacks against An- -
“war -could- cause ‘bad blood.
'_emeng members and sup-» -

orters afterthe congress.

| the contest. Don’t be surprised
if Abdul Rehmen ﬁmshes

. But “he . believed Anwar --

. cmzld muster the suppert to-
make sure members closed
“ranks after the congress. - .
~ “It looks like Anwar mllwm.
o _take an‘extreme pDSltlDIl ashe.
. hed to pr{mde a mlddle

: thlrd behlnd Wan Amza,h
. “The only-problem will be' ._
when the Registrar of Soci- .

he said.

Anwer s lewyers have sent a
- Jetter to the registrar asking
for exemptlen for the former
~ deputy: Prlme Humster to lead"f B
“the party. .
However, it is expected that-;.
_‘Abdul Rahman and- possibly
. -'semeaUmno members would
raise a commotion over the le-
gmmacy of Anwar beinglead- -
er of a party as.this would}:fi--
~ tion of affirmative action, did !
‘not work well, espeezelly in the -,
Melay-ma]erlty area. o

.;censtitute ‘active politics™.
" An Anwar associate, Khehd N

Jaafer ‘said - the problems :
“wereto be expected, ~ -
“When . Anwar was m y

“--'prlsen ‘there was a certa,m__-_}-_'_
~myth about him.: Now - party
E leaders and members have j;e:‘:-‘-{j_
- deal with the realAnwar.” -
~ He said that being a smert
| l.pohtlcel player, Anwar hadto
be a friend to everybody, -

- catering to all their needs a,nd_
. demands L |
~At the same, he eeuld net' |
fe]l it clelms te be a democretlc' |

- party.

ground Saad Khehd '
‘This' may not bode well mth .'_

' certain people who Wanted hlS |

eties decides to get mvolved -__?'__'-?_fu]l attention, he added.

While Abdul Rahman aimed

- to make PKR a party beyond '
~ Anwar, the rank and file were |
in awe of their “greatleader”.

‘But Anwar, too, had a prob

o lem convincing. hlS supporters
- to shift from bemg a welfare-
‘state party to a market-orien-

tated and equal-«-opportumty'
one. .

“His. gamble in the Tjok by-
electlon promoting the aboli-

However, PKR will heve a

- new leadership that is expect- -
“‘ed to steer the party s towards
Anwar’s - vision - of what he
claims to be a better alterna-
- tive to rece-based pohtlcs end.fjg
policies. |

- Yet mternal bmkermg wﬂl

‘continue to dominate the par- -
- ty, which helde one sea,t in pa,r- ;
- 'hament }

‘PKR hee 11';9- hve Wlth 11; after
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