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' KUALA LUMPUR: Australia- Malay—_f
~sia relations have reached a new
.hrgh with an unprecedented "‘allf:_;‘ 1

-clear“ coming; from Down Under.-

~ A special committeé of Austraha s
: Parhament has completed a com- -

--Lprehensrve scrutmy on the state of -

‘bilateral links, reportmg favourably_ s

~on many aspects. -
The Joint Standing Commlttee on

"':Forergn Affairs, Defence and Trade
tabled its - l‘EpOI‘t on* “AuStrallas
‘Relationship with Malaysia” recent-

“ly, after Australian Foreign-Minister

__Alexander Downer drrected 1t to

| "-’”'_;_*_undertake the task lastjune C
It was the first time that Malaysraiffj- -
~ proposed that the Department of ~
-'_f_lmmlgratlon ‘and; Citizenship review
- the reasons for® th_"_'f'f‘fmcreasmg num- -
“ber of Malaysraﬁ’sg bemg refused o
";-entry to Austraha : R

".iwas subjected to such a review by
- the committee, which. -appraises
Austraha s lmks w1th dlfferent coun-. :
_trres
o Australran Hrgh Commrssroner to
"'_'-_"_Malaysra Penny Williams said the
~findings - of the report were over—-rj"
L ' Agriculture,  Fisheries. and F B
“adoptamore efficient halal statdare
- The committee also proposed that
Austrahan students be encouraged
“to- study in. Malaysia and called on
- universities, the private sector and
‘the Australian government to pro-
~vide- ﬁnancral or profe551onal sup—:
: port : R

whelmmgly posmve

across a number of drfferent areas,”

o r_'-__-.‘-_;-she sald inan mtervrew

_.-proposed that the Defé

- “The inquiry was done mamly to---'
prowde an increasing focus and an -

- assessment of our relationship, and -
‘the report usefully details the multl-_ |
faceted nature of our ties. o
“The findings show. that relatrons |
“are currently at their strongest -

M Jﬁr—-

~Among others, the eommrttee

1_,;.! iy

,_ustralla s Parllament completes report on I|nks

| ﬁ' B “Malaysra is a strateglcally rmpor--:-_-
~ tant country for Australia and-it is -

|aiferent |§

-_-..empha51s on ways: to further devel-!:._-"_f'
- op these ties.. B |
Pubhc hearmgs were held in sev- |
eral cities for interested individuals - §
-and orgamsatlons to present feed—--. |
back. - =

- The seven- chapter report was - L
_tabled in the Austrahan Parllament o
- -.on March 26. S

-_.:areas«

{PENNY
i_-_WILLIAMS

-'f-_.relatlons area s

“important that interest and under- ~ }
standing of Malaysian ‘cultures and
‘religions be fostered among Austra- B |
lians,” the report stated. - L
" The: committee . examrned the :
“-_.’.__;polrtlcal strategic, economic, social - |
" and cultural relatronshlps with

f..currently at thelr
S ;_{_st ronges_t __aoross
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