PUTRAJAYA There were cheers

“and applause as Datuk Seri Al *‘-ullah

e

,Ahmad Badawi announced a pay -
-increase of between 7.5% and 35% for

the country’s one million plus gov~ -

.'emment employeés yesterday
" The announcement, made in fmnt
of some 3,000 officers: and staff who
gathered for ‘the. ‘Public- Sector
Workers  Day -celebration . at - the
“Putrajaya International Conventlon
“ Centre, was carried live on RTM 1.

- The Prime Minister said the cost {}f

“living allowance fCola) would dou-

“ble to between RM100 ‘and RM300,"
while police and armed forces. per-
“sonnel would receive a further 20%
- on top of the pay rise (or an increase.
of between 9% and 42%). .
Those grouped in the lawest grade
- or support staff 11 (with SRP or Year
- Six quahﬁcatmns) would see a 35%
increase in their basic pay, followed -

- by support staff] (25%), middle man--

agement and- professmnal (15%) and -
tc)p management 7.5%. . .-

This means the post with the Iow-— |

est pay - that of a cook ~ will carry a
. ‘basic salary of RM649,15 per month; -
up from RMA480.85. With fixed
incentive payments, this person will -
‘be getting about RM1,024 a month.

Apart from .in-service - staff, the -
country’s 557,033 retirees would
also benefit from the pay hike..

“The salary-and Cola increases wﬂl
- take effect from July this year,”
‘Abdullah said adding that the
“increase would lessen the burden of -
those in the lower rung.

- The last salafy revision for cml
servants was carried out in 2002,

The salary and Cola’ mc-reases.

would cost the Government an.addi--

‘tional RM6.8bil and RM1 2b11 annu-
ally respectively.

Abdullah called on 'czwﬂ séfvants”

to stay clear of corruption, reduce

bureaucracy and work harder to fur- |

‘ther improve the public delivery SYs- -
terp, service and productivity.

In deciding on the salary mcreas-é?-'

~es, he said, the government had con- -
sidered several factors like the

- chdnging t;ends the average growth

rate of the Gross Domestic Product
(5.6%), the effect of fuel. prices- on
lower income groups, trade volume -
that had reached RM1tril, the low .
level of inflation, unemployment

One for the album- Abdullah and hIS deputy Najlb pasmg w:th (from) chsmg and Locaii._Govemment |
Minister Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting (extreme left), Works Minister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu (extreme: rlght:’ |
-Cuepacs president Omar Osman (third from right, with red tle) and several m'her Cuepacs members at the

I_-'-‘ubhc Sector Workers Day celebratlon in Putrajaya yesterday i GeRIEEE G
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and mterest rates and the pesmve
 trends at Bursa Malaysia. it
“Tax-collection and" cost-efﬁaency _-_-i'Rgté-_ p
have increased considerably, while .| ——
trade deficit had been reduced frorn
5.3% mn 2003 to. 3. 5% last year he
said SR TR
Abdullah wamed traders not to
take advantage of the pay increase .
“and increase pnces of goods and ser-—
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