«TAIPING Former prem1er Tun Dr
Mahathir - Mohamad - has' denied.

shifting his support to the Oppo-
sition.

He' said hrs recent crrtlasm was g

* not the result of a shift in his support

‘but was instead to ensure the con- .-
tinuing strength of Umno and the .

- Government.
“The reason behind my crmcrsms

is to see Umno become stronger. If I
do not support YUmno :and Keep -

holding on.to its fighting: pr1nc1ples

then Umno w111 become weak said

o Dr Mahathrr to reporters after Umno h

Youth. Wing's. ‘Internationalising .-

Malays’ colloquium here yesterday.
Earlier, speaking at the closing of

the colloquium; Dr Mahathir advised

the Malays to work hard and learn to .

feel shame from failure, to build a

_ stronger race.:

He said-this was‘ the only way for

_the Malays to catch up wrth the

Chmese
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and- find shortcuts to earn'a fast
buck. -
“God gave us th1s uncanny power

that the more we do something, the
“better we become at it.
~“But in order to do this, we mustg

be hardworkmg," said Dr Mahathir.

© 'He told the Malays that 1f they.

~“Ifyou. remain lazy, you wrll never:
see progress,” he said, adding that "
" the Malays had a tendency to be lazy

V‘Reason for cntlcrsm is to see a stro

re grven busmess hcences t,

* shoiild make use of them instead of -

finding other means “of earmng‘;
money from them.
- *We have given the Malays many '

;opportunmes .under:the New Eco- W,

nemic Policy and some have made . shar
“‘use of that positively: while -some - - “If
ihave taken it.for granted » :
, - added  that. alth.

,alays -are better
off today than before, they are strl§

far, behrnd the Chinese,” he said.

Drj Mahathrr also said ‘the only(
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