important role in collecting and"

disseminating information during
the Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS) scare. . -

. “The effective coordination and
dissemination - of information

through this centre had prevented

cups. dumng the launch yesterday, .

causing Dr Chua to take a swipe at
the country’s broadband connec-
tion.

upgrading,” he told reporters
when a teleconference with state
health directors was disrupted by
intermiittent connection.

- ‘The Terengganu state health
director, who ‘was briefing Dr

/03-88810600.

- It can be activated based on-
_several criteria, such as when a
:disease breaks out in.more than

one state.

It can also be actlvated when -
there is'a crisis or disaster with
high morbidity-or- mortallty rate,
or those occurring in a cluster
manner or extraordinary inci-

dences caused. by an infectious

disease with unknown pathogen.
Others are situations mvolvmg

~extraordinary events in other
“countries, large-scale: disasters,
“The Malay51an lines need

wheth r,ﬂ_natural or. man-made;

. biosterrorism and Level Three dis-
.asters- (complex or involving big- -
- ger areas or more than one cot

The centre’s hotline numberis
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