T_ is an und15puted fact that a
| thmkmg personis a reading per-
& son. And vice versa, of course. If a
country wishes to have sound

future leadership and a competitive - -

workforce as well as a more inde-
| pendent people, then readmg and
‘books are indispensable items-in -
any cumculum or prograrnme of
education.
- In architecture, the l1brary 1s the

traditional home of these two 1tems;

Of course, one can argue that the
‘Internet is rapidly replacing books
and, thus, the library, and so the

future of such a bu1ld1ng type hangs |

,;'m the balance.

- Personally, though l thmk that
“We, as a nation, should not get
- ahead of ourselves and think that
‘we are like a First World nation
-wrth computers n.every classroom
‘Reading-1s a cultural trait that still
needs to be nurtured in MalaySLa ;
And books are the necessary “play— |
things” that the toddler, child, -
teenager; adult and older person
_must appreciate. .~ -

The space within wh1ch readmg
takes place the home, school or

cornmunrty must nurture EI'ICOUI'-'-_'

age and supplement thls 1mportant
hab1t |
But before delrberatmg on the |
design strategies of school and com—
munity libraries, [ have a bone or -
‘two to pick with school currrcula
and pedagogy and also with thelr
adrn1mstrauon If these “bones” are

not picked, no amount of “archltec— g

“turalising” of the l1brary space w1ll

- change anything. >

My first bone of contentlon is the
“curriculum and pedagogy How is

‘reading encouraged as a pleasurable

~activity?Is time actually allocated
_for students to immerse themselves
~in a story book, a pictorial ency- -
| clopaedra a Popular Science rnaga—- .
- zine.oreven a comicbookina
library? There is hardly any tlme
~ during recess. And the library is
- closed after school'and on week-_ |
“ends and during long holidays.

tees tthk carpets wrth cushlons

And then there’s admlnrstratlon

- Firstly, where is the librarian? No,

. 1o, 1 do not accept the poor teacher -
~'who has been drafted in to helpasa
- proper librarian. Here’s my blggest
~“problem with administration: - .
-where are the books? I've seen
_many libraries with barely 30% of
~the number of books they should
- have in schools that are more- than
- 10 years old. Of those few books.
these places do have; 80% are PMR
and SPM books. .. -

-‘What's that you say'? Malay51an
chrlclren don't like reading? Well, -
please come to my houseon .
~ Sundays and see how the ch1ldren
- from the low cost housmg block -
nearby eagerly flock to my 2 000- |
~ book home library to borrow
- Batrnan comic books, the Archie
ngests abridged classics, ch1ldren
-encyclopaedias and even my health
_encyclopaedias.. =

So, if these problems can be
~ addressed, we architects can help
by adwsmg on the desrgn of

libraries. -

‘Firstly, clo not site the l1brary on

i ~the fourth floor or next to the head

‘teacher’s office. No one is going to

~ go up to the fourth floor or walk by
_ the head teacher’s office to get to a
-~ library! It should be near the can- -

~teen where it.is visible to the chil- -

~dren. It could-also be on the ground |
floor Opposrte the bus lay-bysand
pick up. points so that while wa1t1ng,
. the children can browse through .
the books and even do some home— |
- work;: | :

‘users. For the furniture, there =
'should be varied 51tt1ng, such as set—

——

- place the books in sunlight, as the

'the community Irbranes? If the .
" modern community in Malays1a is
- defined as housing estates with 500 -
-or more families, then I would cer-
~tainly. expect a library foreach
- '_estate Okay TH settle for one for
Next put in drsplay w1ndows lrke

' the bookshops do to attract young even that. -

Our Nahonal L|brary Iooks rmpresswe -
Ianed and very busy road in KL

' S

and study carrels Not too many of
- . those canteen types of chairs and
* tables, please.- * S

For the shelvmg ﬁrstly do not

wntlngs and ink will eventually
fade. The library should have dlffer—
- ent coloured shelves placed in rows

" or boxed inor L-shaped:to create
_-'-‘pockets of different spaces. ~ ~ -
O If p0551ble divide the hbrary mto

a “noisy” section and a quiet one.

e _You re surprrsed7 How many Year
* One, Two and Three children do you
- know can keep quiet when they
~.encounter beautiful and excrtrng
: ~1mages in books? So, let them.

~ exclaim! Let them show the book
excltedly to their friends. Let the

- UPSR kids sit in the silent sect1on to

study if they feel so inclined. |
'Let us now -consider the desrgn of

--communlty Libraries.

“First question; where the heck are

L1brar1es must be 51ted where

"_'———..._._.'..

Ty ~

spend 40 minutes. ina trar) ic jam to

- get to one, When I was in Britain,

 there were libraries everywhere and

- where there are none, the library.
-' . truck would arrive five days a week
- Now that is a real c1v1l1srng effort. -

~ We can't afford something like -

- that, you: say? Okay, then, why not
~ attach a few library rooms to those
" woefully underused Dewan -
- :Serbaguna, or community halls? Or |
- town councils could hire clerksto -
~1un libraries in shop lots in.shop- -
- ping complexes or wherever there
are shops. We could also upgrade )
~school libraries into community
- ones if we can site them between |
- theschool’s boundary and the hous-
- Ing estate’s streets. - | :

‘The next strategic move is to get

-' nd of any kind of fencing and just
.0pen up-the l1brary to the commu-
" nity. Who do we want to keep out

- with-the fences? The comrmunity?
Iwould then desrgn a large -

. veranda space with seating in front
 of the hbrary and add a small cafe— L

- teria or warung where people can
*"_corne to read newspapers, maga-
~ zines or comics while enjoylngteh

--;,;tank I would place a huge glass

. window that gives visual access
from the verandainte the hbrary
chllclren teenagers and adultscan
"jaccess them easrly and not have to -

stacks to. psychologlcally mv1te the

_users m to read o M

but lt is hardly accessrble to chlldren as lt snts hesnde a major rnultl- -

1 would also attach a small play--..- '

= ground right next to the chrldren S:

“noisy” book section with a TV~
lounge type of sitting area from -
-~ which parents can keep. an eye on.
thelr little ones.

- As I'said before, I would keep the

| -qu1et readulg and reference section’

on the second floor for the UPSR, .
- PMR and SPM readets. Seating areas
“should be varied and pockets of -

spaces. - nooks and crannies — - -

_ should be designed with colourful o

materials. Learn from mterestmg

 bookstores like Borders or
-- Klnokunlya Bookstores.

" We are what we read. First we

- must make the time for readmg
“ then get the librarians for our

~ schools and community libraries _. |
- and then the different kinds of
~ books. Finally, the architecture is

| s1mply to house all of them inan |
- inviting, warung-styled typology
. with bookstore interiors. That, dear -

- Malaysians, is the way toa thmkmg;{ |

: generatlon

'::-_l Umversm Teknologr Maluysra lec— .

turer Prof Dr Mohamad Tajuddin pas—_ | |

- ':--fs:onote[y believes that architectural
o deszgn that respects cultural values, _-
~.religious sensitivities-and the ideals of o

-~ democracy is vital to natzon—buzldmg .
and harmony DR S
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