By SHAILAKOSHY )

“and PHANG KUAN HOONG

néwsdes sk@thestar.com. my

= " -

B

KUALA LUMPUR Transparencyf‘
“International’s: 2007 Global Corrup-
_tion Report: Corruption in ]udtaal :
- Systems.shows Malaysia coming out

mnth from 62 countries surveyed.
However, a panel discussing the
repurt ‘yesterday - said ‘that this

- should not be an excusé for slowing,
down efforts for greater transparen~_ |

The panel Was made up of TL -
Malay51a president Tan Sri Ramonj_;_
lntegrlty._f 2
“Institute presu:ient Datuk Dr Mohd - §
“Tap Salleh, Bar, ‘Council chairman -

a-Sreenevasan and the coun+ .
“¢il's human rights committee deputy o

Navaratnam, - Malaysia -

' Ambi

ehalrman Andrew Khoo. . = .
“We want greater transparency
and accountablllty in the. system -

“and 'so-we should: klmplement the
recommendations for - improving:
‘the system,” said Navaratnam dur- -
ing a press conference w1th thef:.

.panei

“T1 Malaysza and the Bar Ceuncrl""
will encourage the Government to
“take note of the recommendations
-and act on them,” he said, adding

“that 19% of those surveyed here had

_described- Malaysia's Judlcraryllegall

systemas corrupt, .
-When launching the repert

Navaratnam -proposed- . that TI -
Malaysra and the council undertake;_ "

Graﬂ report (From Ieft) Dr Mohd Tap, Navaratuam SreenevaSan and Khoo shuwmg cuples of the 2007

"

Global Corruptron Report yesterday S T I PR A S

a local sur\?ey to find out the level of -

-faith and confidence in the Judlc:lary

and prosecution services.

“We must mtroduce Integnty
Pacts (IPs)-as soon as possible in
both the publlc and private sectors.
'The modules are available at TI and
have proven sticcessful,” he said.

~Asked for IIM’s position on the
‘establishment of a Judicial Com-~

mission for appointments and pro-

-motions, one of the report's recom-

‘mendations for a corrupt-free judi-
ciary but which has been repeatedly

opposed by the authorltles Muhd
Tap said: B |

“The Tl report will be grven to the'
Guvernment and since it (having a
Judicial Commlsswn) is.one of the
ways to improve the system, [IM
will ‘be in agreement (for having
it).”

The 372- page TI report lists rec-
ommendations to promote judicial
.independence and accountability,
~encourage individual integrity, have -
‘more effective enforcement of the -
law and safeguard the _]UdlCIaI‘y

agamst polltrcal 1nﬂuence

- Among others, it called for judicial
“and prosecutorial appointments and
‘removals to be independent of the
executive and leglslatlve branches,
and for media freedorm in monitor-
ing and cummentmg on. Iegal pru-w
ceedings. TR

Of the countries above Malay51a
Denmark tOpped the list of less per-
~ceived corruption” followed by
_Singapore, Sweden, Finland, Nor-
“Wway, Germany, Sw1tzerlancl and
Luxembourg Pl KERimp
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