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: KUALA LUMPUR' Minlster in :the Prime Mlnrster S

Department Datuk Seri Mohd Nazri Abdul Aziz -
" said his cabinet colleague Tan:Sri Bernard Dompok -
was influenced 1 by @ppoSrtlon Leader LimKit Siang - -
‘when Dompokwas head of the Parltamentary: |

‘Select Coriimittee onntegrity:.
"~ commenting

“idea of the' scopeof. respon5|hlllty of the committee

is Strong}'_"f'-';}igmfluen_ced by Lim Kit Slang sview t1at
.ﬁg@@has wrde powers to investigate

the commit
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| ”The Select coﬁ"'i"“; rn*ittee IS not 3 permanent
~committee todook: mto greuses and gnevances It’ S -
: " _hehad barked up the wrong tree. |

- "The mattershould be channelled to, the
“ministry concerned. They want to.get to ‘the
bottom of the matter but it's nothmg to do wzth

. therr respon5|blllty "o

- Nazri'said the commlttee should meet urgent-
ly to decide on the new head. -

In animmediate response, Dompok sald ”It rsa ~

| _cheap shot. What else can | say'?"

*outsrde their'scope.”.

‘Lim:is: :l:he deputy head of the 12~member o

_- commrttee setupin late 2005 to get feedback
from the people on integrity issues. It has two years
| to do the job and to report to Parliament..

‘Dompok résigned after the committee calied

- off a Tuesday hearing-on forged identity cardsin

“Sabah-because the- National” Registration

Department refused to appear before it.”

~~ "He had said that as‘a member of the cablnet -
| '_he might not be able to- do justice to the tasks-

._assrgned to the committee by Parliament.

“Nazri, whose portfolio covers parhament affalrs L

 said there was a “wide gap” between Dompok
and the other ministers’ understandlng of the
. -scope of the select committee.

~“I'think because of this he could not proceed
further and resigned,” he told a press conference |

_,.:-!at the Parliament lobby. -

'He said most of the mlnlsters understood that |
: the duty of the commlttee was to meet people get’

5.0n.D lornpokﬂ“a* shoCK decision to-
 resign from his post on Wednesday, Nazri said: “His

neg:.: feed hack and formulate programmes on mtegnty
t ;;:-gl,:;i; o Citing the committee’s plan to call former Anti-
T Corruptlon Agency drrector—general Datuk zulkipli
- Mat Noor before-a hearing in March over the
- allegations of corruption, Nazti-said it was a clear
~.case of the commlttee berng unclear about its

powers.

" He said "Irke the Select Committee on Penal'_'i;._r
“Code and Criminal Procedure Code Amendments -

. and that on National Unity and National Service, all - |
= "._"-rhear it out; so. we can .

_inform and report to the -
- Parliament. We are put
_there to get feedback,” he:
'_"sard -

select committees operate on an ad hoc basis.

. Asked if Lim hadiinfluenced some: decisions by
“Dompok, Nazri said: “I think so. BN backbenchers

had informed me. | learnt from their reports that

, _ KitSiangis rnﬂuencrng some of his decisions, whrch R

R lthink is.true.” - |

- 0n Dompok S statement that the NRD had

dechned to appear before the committee, | he said

Asked to.comment on Nazri's statement that

“he was influenced by Lim, he said: “That's why | -
R -sard it was a cheap shot.”
- He said “itis afree country so he (Nazn) can |

say what he wants”.

 "We have different oplnrons all the trme This
“one, he chose to gopublic.” -

‘Dompok said the duty of the commlttee Was'
to ask questrons to the relevant government

departments on issues raised during the commit-
tee hearing held natronwrde mcludmg in Sabah and

- Sarawak. - L

- during the committee

Heeaid the forged iden-
tlty card issue was raised

hearing in Sabah and "that
was why the committee

had a responsibility to-call &
.- the National Registration’ )
| Department to explam the_ -
:matter -

“Itis part and parcel to “

Attempts to contact

'f'_’?NRD director-general Datuk Abdul Hahm:_'__' __
Muhammad or its public relatlons offrcers for an.
- official statement failed. -

Transparency International Maiaysra (TI- M)?'-'f

| pre5|dent Tan Sri:-Ramon V. Navaratpam said the |

prime minister's vision to improve the delivery

system and overall efficiency would be extremely

difficult if the attitude shown towards Dompok

'was deemed permlssrble

“"The integrity, accountability and transpar ency

of our government will be open to wide specula-
_tion, doubt and unfavourable comments, both

domestically and internatronally, if this matter is

“not treated with seriousness and utmost priority.
“asit has led to a dead end to the problems of ille-

gal immigrants and foreigners,” he said. .
“public opinion at home and abroad will be
adversely affected if prompt action is not taken'to

" improve the integrity, accountability and trans_—

parency of the country’s pubhc admmlstration
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