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j:-...___f_-_'up a new chapter in hilateral relations:

. After the talks; the two leaders said -

_.fr_j_v_-:.:-;they had: agreed to form-a joint ministe-
' ““Hal committee to oversee cooperatron in
. theiskandar Development Region(IDR),a . -

- Lee spoke of the need for both coun-'
i_trles to work on: hrrnglng bllateral rela-— :

: f_f;'._f-tiOI’lS 10 anewlevel. n

. ...-Asforthe unresolved lssues between
.;._'._.;{;};Malay$|a and Srngapore Lee admitted
. they were difficult ones to resolve but
“'said they must be tackled in.a manner
}f-,;'fithat was.acceptable to both countries. -
- Analysts described the outcome of the
i—‘-ﬁ"_i;meetmgln pesrtlve terms. To former: -
- Singapore high commissioner to Malaysia. -
‘.‘;i:'i;ffl(esavapan?";{;ﬁthe meetlng "broke ne_w

4 Minstead 6f harking back to old issues
- that bedevilled ties till 2003 when -
) _'!-Abdullah became prlme minister, the two

groundln dealing with bifateralissues”.

-on areas.in which the two countries
‘could cooperate "he wrote n The Strarts-;

Times in Singapore.

| lnstltute of Southeast Asran Studies.

busmess-llke manner”.

- Buteven as both Ieaders explore new*:__._.-:-

areas of cooperatron there remainsalist - =-__bndge with Slngapore

'of outstanding issues,among themthe - -
- price of water sold to Singapore, the use” " think we want to give a different face-to .
~of Malaysuan air space by-the Slngapore;-%.?%fa.:-;j.-;-,the southern gate to Malaysia. We:are
-4ir force,the development of KTM Bhd - very happy to be integrated togetheron
sJand:in‘Singapore and the: withdrawal of - the (Slngapores) MRT (masstapid tran- -

" Cehtral Provident Fund contnbutlons by -sit); and it will serve well both sides, -
e slngapore as well as theinternal IDR," he
said-ina Channel News Asra report N

-Bernama e

Malaysran wor:l(ers in Singapore.

IN"2011, the 1961 water agreement_-‘j-.s_
| would explre Havrng made progress wrth -

=_;?-SINGAPORE To many observers the-._r--._ Ieaders declded to Iook ahead and focus
- fecent retreat attended by Prime
- Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad -

- Badawi and. his: Smgapore counterpart

“LeeHsienLoongin Langkawihas opened .
- would be ignored, just that they will no -

‘longer be obstacles to progress,” said -

~“This does not mean the unresolved .
1 962 water. agreement will expire.
. According to-Singapore’s Public Utilities -

‘Kesavapany, who is now director of the;-;;r%f-:- Board, by then-the city-state “can be

“totally self-sufficient, if there is no new_,;
L .~ Kesavapany, who was the hlgh com-ie-:,water agreement with'Malaysia”. :
multr-sectdral project on a 2,217'sg km- *"‘.mlssmner to Malay5|a from 1997 102002 - -
'é"é-area in south Johor, hordering Singapore. / *~a perlod dhe once described as the “most
e “difficult years in the history of Singapore-
- Malaysia relations” - said referencesmade . .
" atthe Langkawi meeting showed hllateral.:;fi?‘-:.-r;:_?__;reportedIy Kkeen to revive the proposal. -
disputes will now be dea_lt wrth "ln a more-- F

TR r"gj?':-Harnld Albar éxpressed Malaysra sinter-

- .@st'to startfresh negotlatlons on the’_"

alternatwe sources of water such asi -

' Newater and desalination of sea water,
~ Singapore has indicated that it would let
-theagreementlapse. -

By 2061, another agreement the“

“There is still the issue of a new bndge

':'-to replace the - 82- year-old Johor
‘Causeway. Havrng scrapped the. pro;ect:.,_
slightly over a year ago, Malaysia is -

_Foreign Minister Datuk Seri Syed

"The bridgeis lmportant because’l
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