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.SEREMBAN Partl Keadllan Rakyats .
(PKR) biennial congress this.year turned
out to be a huge disappointment for
many - for-its adviser, Datuk Seri Anwar

brahim, who had hoped to be elected
“president, and for the delegates, who
nad wanted the party to show that it |s
nrepared for the next general election.

The focus of the three-day congress,

‘which began on Friday, was clearly on
Anwar, who is very much in control of - -
the party set up in: 1999 after he was

removeéd as deputy prime minister.

~ On Saturday, when everyone expect-
 ed Anwar to officially take over the helm

from his wife, Datin Seri Wan Azizah Wan
“Ismail, he dropped a bombsheli that he

would withdraw from the three-cor- -
~for the party, | have to think (about my

~nered race against Wan Azizah and for-

“mer deputy president Abdul Rahman- |

i-_O’thman better known as ARO.

- 0On the sidelines earlier, Anwar had
told reporters he would not becowedby

the registrar of societies (ROS) into with-

drawing from the contest. Under the
‘Societies Act, Anwar is barred from
~active politics for five years until April
next year because of his conviction for -
corruption. The registrar rejected.his
application-for an exemption on Friday.
After a break, an hour foliowing his -
" announcement, when some 1,500 dele-
gates were ready to cast thelr ballots,
Anwar askecl to explam hIS posmon to o

the party.
~ flam ready toface any rrsks (by
accepting the presidency) despite there

“being a threat (from the registrar) that!
wrll be jalled for three years or fined

ANWAR DROPS WITH DRAWAL BOMBSH ELL o

- PARTY S ABILITY TO FACE BN IN DOUBT

RM10 000 should | defy the decrsron by |
“the ROS,” he said to a round of ‘refor-
masi’ from the delegates. |
~ No one expected what followed. “But
now there is a problem. There is an impli-
cation and threat to the party. At the indi- - .

vidual level, | am really to sacrifice, but

deC|S|on) carefully,” Anwar said. -

. "lurge you all to support Wan A2|zah |
“Choose her if you support my leadershlp .
This was the m’ost dlfF cuit decrsron in my o
-;|ife " |

1.

Throughout hns speech not once d|d
he use the word “withdrawal”. |

Anwar’s decision was said to have
been made at the supreme council

" meeting at midnight before the election.
“"Wan Azizah told the supreme coun- -

cil members she did not want her hus-

_band to take therisk of being put injail.

again,” one party insider said.

to attend afuneralin Malacca

- Visibly upset, Chua was overheard-
asking Anwar “How can you do this?”.

‘But not all were pleased with Anwar S
~decision, including information chief Tian
~Chua, who was absent from the meetrng__

after the announcement was made.

~ while Anwar listened to his support-
- ers debate whether he should defy the
ROS, delegates who were dlsmayed at -
his decision walked out.

from the presid
eyebrows. Just

- was a reluctant and novice politician, -
. and | had to get advice from Anwar. But: - -
~the'ROS would likely turn him down.

i have been party president for eight -
- thought the ROS would grant me- B

_.years now Cacmg sudah jadi naga (the_ e

| (parti Keadilan
new |me-uP

| Rgivarasa (appomfed)
| 1 (appt)lﬂted)
“Wayang! Wayang! Siapa nak tengok
- wayang boleh masuk sekarang. Free!
- (Show! Show! Whoever wants to watch
the show can enter now! Freel),"one.
~ delegate declared before walking outof
_the hall with about five others, =~ . |§
A last minute withdrawal by ARO 1
ency-contestalsoraised . B
ree days earlier, hehad -~ Mohd AH
challenged Anwar’s legitimacy tocon- . §
~test-because of the latter's conviction. =
.. “The general election is very near'ﬂ}_'--:-_.-?:jr_}j
now. | could see that the delegates sup-
-ported Anwar’s decision to withdraw
‘and-Wan Azizah as president, so |~
responded accordrngly " he said when
o met after- announcing his decision.
- In her winding up speech yesterday-~ |
Wan Azizah tried to ease the tension. "

l Dr Zaleha Mustafa, ‘ravha

B 1 Deputy presrdent

Syec Husm All (uncontested)

Boon Chye Mustafa Kamit Ayuh,'

ee o
Azmin All Df L Datuk jeffre y l(ltlngan

Ng, Dr Badrul Amin, Dr Mansor -

Rasiah, N. Gohalaknshnan
Othman Yo Sahn lohan Abdul

irene Fernandez..

Shamsul lskandar. B wncontested)

‘B Deputy presrdent
peputy preslclent ‘B Rodziah lsmai

Fariz Musa

_Vice-presidents . -
B Khairul Anuar. Ahmad
B Zainuddin, Tan Seng

'Haniza Talha,

T0h Amirudin shari M samah

worm has beCome a dragon) " ahe sard
-1o laughter fromthehall.

- 'permrssron
- want revenge after eight or nlne years |

¥ zuraida Kamaruddin

 yice-presidents  '§
“Dr Zaliha Mustaffa, -

} Noorsham Abu "

N did not think they WO'uld'

But | was wrong,” he said.
- Asked how he was gomg to consoll-

o i date the party with the unhappiness oyer
| his decision to withdraw, Anwar said: "I

- can't risk the.position of my party. There
are many unscrupulous people waiting
to tarnish the image of the party.”
- Those who had waited to see how

' the party would move forward to pre-

~pare for the next general electron were |
_also disappointed. .
- “The quality of debate for polrc:es

* was poorand there was no intensive

“discussion on the strategy for the next
- general election. (The delegates) were
 notinterested in‘the debate but in the
party elections and positions aswellas
“inwhether Anwar is to. be preS|dent “a
polltlcal observer said. | |

" _There are doubts about the party s
ability to face the formidable Barisan
' ‘Nasional machrnery in the next gener-

wd 2l election,
o Events at the congress were dis-

rupted and delayed daily as a result of
_poor coordination. The youth wing elec-

- . tion on Friday was delayed several hours

‘At a press conference later, Anwar- . due to an allegedly missing voter list. -

‘was asked why he had-insisted on con- - -

testing the presidency despite. knowmg-' - very organised in the next general elec-

~tion. They weren "t even organised in their

I am not confident that they will'be

OWN CONgress,” a polrtlcal analyst sald
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