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s

“problentis one of imder-ambition - -’

and never-ending. debates about

membership and inclusion, Prime

. Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah' UAD- -

~ mad Badawi said yesterday. -

The East Asia groupihg, an &S'f,y =

- sembly of 10 Asean nations and
" China, Japan, South Kerea,-Aus-
e tralla Iﬂdla, nd eW Zeala.nd -

freglona] rivalries and distrust; he :
said, which iranslated into an en-
vironment ill-suited for co-opera- -

tion and community-building. -

* " “The question of who should be -
' included ‘and who should be ex--

-.cluded contimies to be asked. We

lmdanes of consen-
eement ” Abdullah

_-moving the.y
‘sus” and . ag

said in his keynote Address at the -

s canniot-'seek- 10 be  continually- -

Fourth East Asia. Congress here

yésterday. :
He said East As1an counmes
,under-ambmon was-one of the

- main factors behind the unsatis- *
factory -condition of- their inter-
state relations, wrought with re- -

cent. “public recriminations, vio-

lent ‘mass - demonstrations and“

--hostile sabre rattling”.

“East Asian countries were not -
* .. doing enough with the resources

and-opportunities they had to re- -
inforce the environment for .

peace, - security and prosperlty
Abdullah added.

- It was unperatlve he said, that/

Fast Asian countries did not hesi-
- tate at this crucial juncture and

ensure that there were deeper re-

forms to see effective economic”

transformations.

“We: must not merely harvest\
the low-hanging fruit. We must
persist with those that are higher

and more difficult to reach but are

;_»as‘wrewardmg, ifnot more so.”

The formation of-an European

Union-like East Asian Community
was covered when the grouping -
- met for the first time in December

but talks on the Eaist Asia Sturnmit

(EAS) took place in‘the midst of

much wrangling -over member=
ship and jostling for influence.

There were dlﬁ'erent Views o1 -
“who should be in the driver’s seat’
of the 16-member grouping amid - -
- fears that China would dominate
_in ‘the absence of the United
-States. The inclusion of Australia;

India and New Zealand to coun-

- terweigh China’s influence also

iift‘ poir
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: peeved the economic glant

- Abdullah said‘he had to relter-

" ate that_there had been a cléar
- understanding that the Asean+3

process was to_ be the ~driving

~force in efforts for “community-

building, and that the EAS was a

- forum for strategic dialogue.
_“Itis not, and ith4s never been,

a question of ‘either-or’: It has al-

- ways been about & plurality of di-
‘alogue processes; ‘each with its
~own - defined- task and‘ comple-

; menungoneanother o
“1 _have to_emphasise these
e there is,-until to-.
“ day, dless and-unproductive

“debate about- which . process
 should be elevated or who should
- be.‘mcluded in'what.'We run the
.risk of increasing the competition
 for spheres of mﬂuence and fac-

'Ihese issues are expected tobe

“brought up again at Asean’s an-
.- nual meeting and the second East
~Asia Summit, to be held next.

Week in Cebu, the Philippines:

* - Abdullah said much more could -

be done for the purposes of East
Asia’s community-building, such

,-as intensifying the restructurmg

of its economies.”
“The global sawng-mvestment

-~imbalance is not being corrected
- to any significant extent. It may
-even be getting wider. This should

be enough reason for concern.

“Until the elements are in place
for a.co-ordinated and long-term
resolution, the global inacro- eco-

*.'nomy will continue to be a danger-

ous place and economic growth
prospects will remain risky.”




