'.NSTP Utusen Melayu merger fer
fman(ual reasons, Says Abdulla,h !

' KUAIA LUMPUR Any. merger
between the New Straits Times

Press (M) Bhd and Utusan Melayu -

- group would be to strengthen the

resources avarla.ble to - both
groups. -
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ab-

dullah Ahmad Badawi said yes-

- terday if the much-talked-about

merger ‘were to go through, it
would be for financial reasons.
‘He said the papers would retain

their respective ldentltles as -he:

had urged before..

“As far as editorial .content is
~concerned, they will “remain. the
* same; This (merger) is for finan--
cial reasons. If they pool their re- -

" sources, they will save moey. -

““What we want to do is build -

(the two groups) by combining
their strengths and resources. As

for the way the merger will take -

place, it is-up to-those involved,”

W s

he ‘told reporters after chalrmg‘

the first meeting of the National

~Innovation Council and ‘present-

ing : the, National - Innovation

" Awards at the Putra World Trade.

Centre. -~ - - ) -
“However, Abdullah would not

‘comment on whether the: merger’
- would take place

‘The prime minister, neverthé-
less, ~dismissed . *worries that
the exercise would affect Press
freedom. (See also page 40)

On-another’ matter, Abdullah
said he hoped the state religious

‘councils would soon issue &, fatwa
against a movement, said to he -
using a company as a front, which

- was trying to revive the banned

Al-Arqam movement.

"~ “We cannot allow that. to hap-

pen. However, the company can
continue to operate if it does not

“help promote deviant teachings,”

R

- hé said when cemmentmg on Ru- 3

faqa Corporatron Sdn Bhd, a com-
pany which is 78 per cent owned
by - former Al-Arqam leader ,

- AshaariMuhammad.

-~ Senior officers of the company

_have insisted that it was a legiti-
~ mate business enterprise and

was not mvolved in the revival of’
‘the movement. .

Selangor rehglous ofﬁcers re-‘
cently detained six people, includ- -

+ ing two Rufaqa officials, on suspi-
~cion that they were trying to re- -
~vive Al-Arqam. All have smce':
-~beenreleased:

- The company’s busmess mter—

“ests: include. restaurants;- hotels

health clinics-and bakerles Ru-
faga has investments in Singa-
pore, Thafland, Indonesra and
Jordan.
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