: byRMamrajan
& newsdesk@thesundadycom

PUTBAJAYA MalayS1a

wants to develop its-own '~
companies, himan capital ‘=

- and enfrepreneurs i the
+field of biotechnology, -
rdther than 16t foreign:
multinational compames
‘take-the lead: :
-Prime Minister Datuk
“Seri Abdullah: Ahmad :

-€asy 1o attmct blg fore
.biotech ¢ companies 1o

. -invest here by glVng theém'

incentives but the

governmem 1s ROt dgmg

that. "~ - .
“Our. appmach is

dIﬁ‘erent and we'bégin on’ &

_the basis of what we- are. -
~doing today. I believe: we
“have the: strengt}rto o
“prodiice a 1ot of ﬂlmgs
0 “develop compames of

* competitive a antage

: resouirces,” he said.-

He was asked Whether
‘Malaysia would: welcome
diréet foreign mvestment
from countties like-

Singapore and Taiwan’ tb E

develop-the. blotechnology
industry as these . -

COIHHI‘IGS are many years :

“ahead in this field. :
o Abdallah was speakmg
‘to reporters after chalrmg
thefirst Blotechnology
Internahonal Advisery -
Paneél meeting, attended
by eight members, -
. The members were
University of Tokyo’s Prof
~Emeritus Dr Kenichi Aral
pres1dent of Donald

: " Centre Dr-Donald. Beabhy :

- using Malaysia’s naturalr

dlrector of N ovarlis AG:

‘ Group ‘Alexander J etzer,

Cahforma Institute for .+
anfitative’ Bmmedlcal
\eSearch exectlive . :
.director Dr Begis Kelly, - -
Massachusetts Institate of

- Technology’s. (MIT)
~Biomaterials Science-and. -

~‘Engineering’ Laboratorys /

'of Dr Chiokyun Rha,

MIPs Préfessor-of Bloldgy '

and Health Seiences &

4 echnology Dr Anthony

of Technol 'S
e 110 memmSDr
Ef “‘T and Burrill &

Smskey, Curun mversﬂy :

- Abdullah had met the .
AP members edrly this -
year durmg the biotech ~
exhibition in Cahforma

_and Fexas.

He said Malaysm was
terested in develepmg 1ts’
‘biowealih asingdts” .
abundant namral
resources
He $aid the. IAP
members input was that .
~ the government mustbe.
-continuotsly commitied to
developlng the mdusu'y N
Three levels of g
‘governance have been
“created to implemeént
the governiment’s plans
forbmtechnology -
«:‘the Biotechnology-
« Implementation Council:
- (BIC), Malaysian '

: Blotechnology

Corporation, and
Blotechnology ‘
International Adv1sory
Panel (BloIAP) ’



