' BANGKOK The Prime Mlmster s

willingness to allow democratic
debate in'the media has opened

the doors to allegations of nepo-

* tism against him;, .-
Datuk.. Seri- Abdullah- Ahma,d

) by erodmg his credibility.

“I think the accusation of nepo- .

- tism againstaleader isone way of

bringing him down, of eroding his -
credjblhty They will ' do--any- -
thing,” he said-in an ‘interview

with Bangkok Post editor-in-chief
Pichai Chuénsuksawadi - at h]S
g res;ldencelnPutrajaya ’

" - Asked abeut- allegations of

nepotism against his son, Ka-

maluddin, and son-in-law Khairy

Jamaluddin, he said he was very.”

sad that his leadership style of al-

~ lowing more debate had opened

“ himrto criticism. -
He  said Kamaluddm ‘had
worked overseas: and got cop-

tracts. with  Pefronas through'

* openinternational tenders. =
His son had also bought com-
panies which he warited because
of their engineering and ma-
chine-toolirig capabilities. -~

NsT-

and acquisitions. That’s his style

of business. Although many peo-
ple have come and asked him to
go into joint ventures with gov-

ernment-linked -eompanies;. he- -
“-says ‘No, T have enough money, I
" Badawi ‘said his detractors-had
_used the new space to.comment =
"“and criticise to iy and topple h}m 2

amTich’”; he added.

“Abdullah said he was also sad

thatKhairy had_suiferedrlosses as
aresult of having to sell his inter-

est in investment ba;nkmg group, -
ECMLibra. -

“That’s: somethmg about which
Tam verysad. Hesold it (ECM Li-.

bra shares) at a Joss. Now he has
some debts to settle,” said Abdul-
lah. =

" He said that when the offer to

- join ECM Libra came to Khairy,
all sorts of news emerged about
~himtodiscredithim. - .- -
Abdullah ~ said -~ freedom  to
“speak should not be used to. tell
‘lies” and slander other people, -
‘adding that he was open to cr1t1-
“,msm 5

“You ‘Want to speak the ﬁ"uth

- by all'means, T have no problem,

~You want to tell me something’s -

:-wrong somewhere, tell me. Tell
the-leadership the truth. T am
- “happy for people to help me-sée-
> - thingsthat are not domg well " he

“He doesnot build the company

- orgamca]ly He goes for mergers- -

added.
“Abdullah -also reiterated thet

\3\(1(10“0{

he had not stopped his drive
_against corruption ‘which was

part of his reform agenda when
he took over the administration.
Abdullah said the government

‘had added 300 new officers to a
_special lnvestlgatlve unit *.that
* would not wait. for police to pro- -
vide ateport before it acts:
“If they themselves receive re- -

ports or if they believe something
is not right somewhere; they will
goin,”he added. =

Asked about ongoing mveshga-
tions into  corruptien, Abdullah

-sdid there were more than: 100
 Cases now. g ,
He added that he had told the’

officers -to be fair and have
enoughewdence )

“To.an executive, to the yowner
of a company,-they know that if
these officials walk-into - their
room, their ratings go dovim. Im-
mediately, people ‘will suspect
that somethmg s Wrong ;" he

" said. )

Biit: Abdu]la.h sald it ‘was not .
_easy to get evidence as suspects -
were very clever and they had
“had to think very, very hard.

money all over thé place, such as

Swiss banks where it was very .

dlfﬁcult to get information.

" As a-long-term measure; Ab- -
; dullah sald he Was workmg on

PV L iﬁfllSlIl_
freedom to attack me

1 2020.

“prevention by mculcatmg good
values ‘and integrity. through the

setting up of the Institute of In-
tegrity Malaysia. :

On development of the couniry,
Abdullah said he had reasonto be
happy with hi$ achievements

-'since becommg the prime mm]s

ter three years ago.

But-he wanted to do-more to
narrow the lopsidedness in devel-
opment in both human and phys- :

* ical infrastructure.

“Well; taking info consideration

the'time factor, also the problems

that T have faced and the deficit
that I had to reduce, what I have

‘achieved today in the third year

as prime minister, I have reason

-to be happy,” he said.

“Abdullah said it was not an
easy passage for him as he had

_tabled the Ninth Malaysia Plan

and the National Mission  on
March 31, 2006, and that the
lower and upper hotises had only
endorsed the plan in May. :
“It took time-to plan the Ninth -

‘Plan. It is.not somethmg I could

‘think of off the top of 1y head. T

“This plan must be able totake
us to. Vision 2020, especially the
National Mission. 1 st aJm for



