PM Let’s sfare toll hike burden
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KUALA LUMPUR: The burden
of road toll increases ismot on
the public alone as the govern-..
_ment is also .absorbing-it-by
providing a subsidy of RMZ 5
billion. . ;
 Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Abdullah- Ahmad Badawi said
the government had to allow .
“the - concessionaires- to in-
crease the toll asiit was provxd-
ed forin the agreement.
But desplte this, Abdullah

k said, the government had de- L
*“cided to - subsidise the  mo-
. ‘torists to the tune of RM2:5hil-

lion.

- “Tt.is. a big subsrdy We are
reducing the public burden.
-Let ‘us-share-the-burden’ to=
gether

“If there is'no- subsidy, the
motorlsts will have. to. pay
more,” he said- after opening

~the PPP annual congress yes-

terday.
However, Abdullah said the

government will not extend
~“the -concession agreements

once they exp1red

“When the concessmn ends
- wewill take over. There wﬂl be

nomorétoll”

Abdullah said the prlvatlsa-
tion agreement for the build-
ing of the roads had made it

“possible for these roadgfo hemm Inq.,lakartamDeputy Pr', :
‘Minister- Datuk "~ Seri; Najib -
‘Razak said ‘the increase in

built and help rreduce conges-
tion, Wthh Would have devel-

~oped.

He said the ﬁve Klang Valley
highways had also resulted in:
tangible benefits as: they. had
brought ‘development. to the
areastheroads cut through; -

“There is. development in

the areas. the roads run

‘WT* (ng(zwf

through. Property and land
prices adjacent to these high-

~‘wayshave also appreeiated.” - -
. Abdullah sajd -the mecha:- -
" burden. In this case, the sub-

nism-used: to-caleulate the ‘toll
rate was the best method. -

realiseé tha,t ‘to. have world-

“class faclhtles somebody has

to pay..
* “There must be a sha;rmg of

dy that we. have allocate

* ‘rates was not something the
government wanted to do as a
l matter of choice.. . :

-~ Najib said the: governi’nent
~had no option but to-go ahea](} )
to o

with - “increasing - -the
rcharges '

“Itis lmportant for people to

spent 'on development " “he

saJd

Najlb was spea;kmg after the
*35th Malaysm—lndonesm Gen- -

ali.Border Commlttee meet—

e said w1th6ut the govern—

‘ment subsidy, the toll rates
- would have been higher.

: usmg the: Damansara—Puch-r
ong Highway (LDP) would
‘have increased to RM2:10-in-

. stead “of -the. RM1.60 charge

which will take effect on.Jan 1.

Told that Malaysians ‘were

frustration. © -

~ “We are mindful of this, but '
- this is the subsidy that the gov-
“ernment ¢ould ‘afford. It.is a

large subsidy, ‘nonetheless,”

For mstance the toll for cars sai

wperh&ps unhappy with-the toll- -
~ hike as they had only justbeen -*
- hit with the. rise in petrol and
“diesel prices, Najib said the
»govermnent understood thelr



