MALAYSIAs contmuous mtegra- e

tion into the global economy has
effectively contributed to lts

" tributing factor for its strong inik-
age with the global economy.. . .
“This is reflected by its position

as the 19th most.glebalised.coun-
,Kearnys 2005 -
‘the  prime-
* minister said at a business lun--

ed on’
ation: mdex,

‘cheon here yesterday.

- He said Malaysia did not leave_
“economic development to.chance.
- There was detailed plamming such-

' as havmg blueprints of strategies

and programmes 1o -realise -the "

~‘economic. and socla.l ohjecuves of

the.country.. .

Abdullah sa.ld he - understood :
that Venezuela was, also focusing -
on external sector iniprovements,
“with emphasis on a_greater de--
~gree of openness, including trade
-and investment liberalisation. ,
* “This increasing engagement
‘with - the - global-economy by
Malaysia and Venezuela promdes\v

A gateway:
gion and-Venezuela the spring-

hoard to the South American mar-
kets,” he said:

bined population of 550 million

‘uct of ‘nearly US$800 billion"
- (RM2.96 trillion). - -

asa member of Mer- -
tin American Com-_

: is “an: important
channel 1o, the South Amerlcan

- GDP of more than US$1 trillic

- Abdullah said- Ma.lay51a shared‘
- .-borders with almost all ‘Asean
member countrigs, with a com-_

: mformaﬂon communication: and

“ people and gross domestic prod- -

et of Tor: tha,n 220 mﬂhon
people and a combined g.nnual?

" Abdullah suggested that hoth
countries. explore possibilities -in

technology, tourism, construction |
services; educatlon and’ ﬁealth’ ‘
sectors: |
He sa,ld Malaysm accorded spe-
cial incentives for the ICT sector. .
while the tourism sector would get
a further boost: under the pro-

~_grammes for ‘Visit Malaysm Year
++2007: \ )



