- PUTRAJAYA:

s made during the Umno general assembly

. last week became a major: topic at the

< weekly Cabinet meeting yesterday in an at-
mosphere. which -

temperature

. Datuk -Seri- Abdullah- Ahmad. Badawi,
. who had.calmed the situation in his concil-
~ latory winding-up speech at the assembly -

last Friday, took another opportunity, this®
. limeona government platform, to reaffirr

 his case for tolerance and fairness.

e

raised by delegates during the assembly, the

- Umno-led . Barisan ~Nasional government -
had always been fairand just toeveryoneir-

respective of race or religion, -

“As what he had said in his winding-up _

- -Speech at the assembly, the prime minister

said the speeches did not in any way reflect B
Umno’s stand and the ministers from ‘BN
component parties underst@o‘d and accept-

. ed this,”said a minister:

. It-is learnt that several senior Cabinet
ministers who are party leaders — such as’
Housing and ‘Local Government Minister

Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting (MCA), Works Min- _
ister Datuk Seri S,:Samy Vellu (MIC) and En- .

ergy, Water and. Communications Minister
- Datuk Seri Dr Lim Keng Yaik (Gerakan) —
. alsospokeontheissue. - ‘ o

- They were said to have mainly expressed
= their support for Abdullah for his wind-
~ ing-up speech and also touched on whether
~._there was a need to have live television coy-’

: .erage;of general assemblies of political par- <"

tiesin the future. e
- Another minister said although the issue

could be “eonsidered a political or party
~ Tatter, it was brought up at Cabinet level as

- dtinvolves the bigger picture of national upi-*

‘tyandinterest. ~ . .
" The minister said Abdullah siresse
;’ R e

tolerance
w N

and emotional speech:

1 further simmered down

It is undersiood that the prime minister
explained at great length that despite issues. :

- ation, the ma

- Ing.

ing yesterday’s meeting that Umno would

. continue to practise tolerance and CO-0per-

in thrust and principle in the
~In the discussion,. it is understood that
MCA gave the view that there was noneces--.
sity for meetings or general assemblies- of
political parties. in the country to be tele-
vised live. . L e :

. This was confirmed by MCA deputy pres-

- ident Datuk Seri Chan Kong Choy who said -

the party expressed its views on the matter
toAbdullahas BN chairman. -~ -
““We have expressed our views and MCA’s
stand is that meetings or assemblies are
parties’ internal matters. We do not see the
need for such events to be shown live on ma-

~tional television,” said the transport minis-
£hy terafter his ministry’s post-Cabinet meet-



