KUALA 'LUMPUR: The. prime
minister has called on Malaysians

to build ‘on the similarities that

connect them and to celebrate
“unity indiversity.

Saying Malay51a.r1s - should
-bridge the divide that separates -
‘them, Datuk  Seri  Abdullah
Ahmad ~  Badawi =~ reminded -

they shared the same future and -

destiny. 5

In his Christmas message, -he’

said all Malaysians wanted to ens" -

- Jt y peace and harmony, as well as
o express goodwill and- extend
frlendshlp to one another.

“One way we can achieve this is

by sharing the celebrations of fel-

. low ‘Malaysians across all. racral

- and religious differences,

“Let us respect our differences,” ce

and at-the same time strengthen
" and celebrate our umty in diver-

31ty

. “The goodwﬂl inus must always

“be-nurtured ‘and. practised,” he

said. in-the message released by
the Prime Minister’s Department.

* In wishing Christians a Merry .
- Chrlstmas Abdullah said.that as -
 prime minister, he had dedicated

~himself'to creating a thrlvmg, con-

fident and progressive multl-f"
- Malaysians never to forget that - racial Soclety‘hvmg n peace andfj

“harmony. -

Mean‘wh]le,
Datuk “Seri: Ong Ka Ting, in his
_message, “said _that the “nation

.- needed to “take:a direction of ma~
turity”, recognise the spirit of ac- -
commodatlon and to ‘treat each,

and -every social-religious issue
asxfltlspartofug A
dand

‘that in. | alaysia th
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MCA president '
" saw Malaysia‘as a model of auni

Wufnage :

on - of - religious ” events . Dr Li
suchas Christmaswas also acele-  was'
bration of the freedom to practise,
- to pray and to express operily the -

thus a testimony to the country

respectlve faiths.

~ “This is important:in- keepmg
with the multi-cultural-and mul-
-rehglous character of our social -
life,” said Ong:
“He said that desplte the dlverse v
cultures, ethnic’ groups and be- .~
- liefs;, “we have- lived’ together-in

peace and harmony whlle retam-

mg our: dlﬁ‘erences” LR
~MIC: president. Datuk Se

Samy Vellu said other countries

d and peaceful nation aj
one must work’ to m’ ] tam,thls

-“While ‘we celebrate let us: ‘pray

- We - must continue -

“Dr Lim said that not many na:
,<t10ns were - blessed -« with: -what
Malaysia - had -and" urged all
* Malaysians to continue . w1th the
tradition of visiting frrends durlng

. “DAP~
g Gua;n Eng, i wis
Mer

r. the countrys corntinted suc-:

the celebration: .

secretary-genera.l le
Christiai

r1ch cultural and rehglous diVei‘-j ;




