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KUALA LUMPUR Non-Ma.lays and non-Mus-

lims should not be alarmed over some of the
“speeches at the recent Umno general assem-:
- bly, Datuk-Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said
last night.

In fact; said the prime minister and party-
presrderrt theie were lessons  to be learnt
from the speeches and the react10n they gen-

He e uched on race and reh-
“gion as they’ were_stlll sensitive lssues to the

. “But some of the speeches de not go dOWn

4 well among seme quarters. They saw the pro-:
~ ceedings on TV.as thiswas the first tlme the as-

sembly was telecastlive.
““Instead of “getting -alarmed, there are
- ‘lessons to be learnt from the whole eplsode It

~means all-of us have to be careful in dealmg

- with issues conicerning race and religion.”

He said this at the end of his speech at the
~United Nations Assomatlon of MalaySLa dmner
at ahotelhere.

“The event was attended by some- 500 people
mcludmg d1plomats busmessmen and senior-

~civilservants. .

- The: assembly, whlch ended on Nov 17 Ted to

' express10ns ‘of ‘conicern - from  many- non- -

-Malays as some-of the speeches were pep-
pered with religious fervour and touched on -
racial sensitivities. ‘

" he said, a iding that he took

"Governmerithad always been fair to. everyone, -
regardless ofraceandreligion. -
The prime minister said he was happy that -

despite the issues raised, the resolution adopt- ™

-ed by the assembly remained the same..

- “There 'was no-pressure from anyone te

~amend the resolution to make it stronger.

mamtamed itas amoderate and praciical res-

LOlul:lO

‘e said to 1oud applause from" the

speech Abdu]lah “sail
xistence™ of various- races
“Malaysia, where no particular race had been
‘marginalised; should be used as an example
by other peace -loving nations.
- The prime minister added that Malaysia, had
_ereated a'society based on inter-racialharme-..
“ny, with a deliberate policy of affirmative ac- -
tion to improve the livelihood of miilions. . *

“Hesaid the country’s cultural and political .

- DNA were now imbued with a deep sense of

mutual co-operation and gain.

-Ahdullah expressed the hope that Malaysra
would be -used "as-.an. example .by other "
peace-loving nations; especially the 500 Il‘l]l
lion people livingin Southeast Asia. .

_He said there should be continued efforts to
reach further to help fellow Asian nations, -
combine the weight of Asia with. that of Eu- -
rope m order to promote effectwe multllater—

rights
_tal” protectlon and sustamahle development

;- “We must; however be careful not to allow
the quest, for greater pohtlcal and civil rights to

_icause: an.imbalance in pI'lOI'ltleS and unple-r

_have risen to the top of the mternatnonal eco-
micagenda: -

However,-combining the economlc and SO-.
jal agenda with :the polmcal and c1vﬂ is no

~longer amere option—itis a necessity.”

Abdullah: said that as states moved or pro-

fessed to move closer o the idealof democracy,

the conduct of international Belaﬁorzs seemed
“to.veer further away fromit.
“This stateof affairs is most amply ﬂlustrated
b the ambivalence and consequent CI‘lSlS of
1dent[ty thatisthe UNof today. - e
. “Having reached the sixth decade of 1ts ex15-

’tence the UN.is ﬂoundermg in an outmoded

modus operandi. -
- “Itis almost asif the world craves democracy

: ) sedes. ever deeper into the dark
‘recesses democratic: practices like per-
“maneént mémbership and veto powers offering
“themselves only the b]g pawers, among oth-
ertlnngs” ‘ .

‘and the mul i aterahsm that this demands;and.|

V;wasmore efﬁmentand atthe samet]me justto “the Chﬂs lar
all parties.- s

* added
explam in his winding-up speech that the BN -




