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Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmiad Badawi yester- -

day stepped into the shoes of his critics, adopt-
ed their dishelieving tone and examined the
“‘meat oftheir barbs agamst his policies and
““plans.

There was a fa;r amount of frustration as he '
addressed questions on the economy, stock

market, corruption and several other issues.

“When I make announcentents on beha]f of

‘the government, some people say; i
other promise that can’tbe delivered.”
- “I've had-enough of this accusation,” he sa:fd

-~ The prime minister said he Knew what the

- ¢ynics were saying about himand his govern-
- ment, noting that this made Malaysians un- -
easy and promoted a negatlve perceptlon of )

-the-country.

Below are some of the key “points. in hlS
\‘ speech o ‘ : ‘

0 On the economy
What the cymcs say: .

. esmg’of the PNB-World Investment :
Chal]enge 2006heré yesterday.
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“There has been’ th]s percepmon that the

“prime minister hasmade good promises. Now -

~they say, we would like to see what you've
done. They say, ‘Pak Lah, we'veread about the

“9MP, we understand it, but what are you gomg ; ‘

to do aboutitnow?”.

“Some’ wonder Whether the 9MP wﬂl ‘suc- -
: ceed and say that Malaysia is good in plannmg . :
. increased the number of offieers: Recently, the,

" but short on lmplemenlatlon

The pnme minister’s reply

‘effectively. The cynics, there will: always be
people like that.

“I'know that people want to know about
the implementation of the 9MP, but there are

* certain limits in trying tohurry up.” -

@ Onthe stOck market:

What the cymcs say: .
“Talk of meﬁic1ency of the stock market has

. been going-around. Some people say that

~ better market sentiment. But I don’t want to-
see a yo-yo effect I would hke to see- steady&

_there is no excitement in the stock market be-
‘cause there are no good projects.

“The perception is-that Whats happening

- hereisnot good "
-The pnme minister’s reply:

“We've announced many things but some
. people have their own attitude, Today, there.is

growth
“@Onthe ﬁght agamstcorruptlon

~

What the¢ cynics say:

* is not: investigated by the= Anti- Corruptlon

~Agency (ACA), they say that person is being
- told the courts and the judge not to iry the per-

son, If he’s convicted, then they say he’s' not a-

fmend of the prime minister. :
“How can you do Work W1th thls kmd of peo-
ple around‘?” :

The prime minister’s reply:
“T've asked the ACA to meroveltself We Ve

ACA added 300'more oﬂicers 1 Want them o

. g * gotothe ground.
“We.are committed to the people and we+..
have ajob to do. We want to ensure it is done .

“Begintheir’ mvestlgatlon 45 soonas pOSSIhle '
without having to wait for the police report. In-
vestigate, get the proof, bring them to court.”

® Onnot netting the big fish: "

- What the cynics say:

“They always say we don tcatch the b1g ﬁsh :

» that we always gofor small fish.”

The pnme mmlster s reply
- “When a person commits a small offence of’
corruption, it’s éasy for the ACA to investigate’

-and convict him. Wheh some people say, what
“about the big fish, well, big fish are not easily .

caught. But the ACA is doing its best.” -
- He also.told the ACA to be mote, careful-

" when handling corruption cases, as “it is not
. right if they drag people to court just o show

that they (ACA) are doing something”.
“If the prosecutlon does not get a-€onviction,

) the person’s reputation would have: ‘been spoilt, -

his life' would be in.a mess and his company

.would not do well any more as the people would
S already have anegative perceptionof him.”

- In' his 90-minute off-the-cuff remarks, Ab- -

" dullah said old procedures andlaws, mcludmg
. : - -these: formulated during the :colonial "era,
- - “Itis all about perceptlon Ifa certamperson '

should be re-looked and amended to ensure

the smooth mlplementatlon of ‘the Ninth
“Malaysia Plan.’ )
protected by the government, or somebody .-

- “These laws were made a long time ago It’s
Very much: & burden and it’s about mne that -
we re-looked those laws.

- “If there are hindrances and obstacles m;
terms of achieving'speed and accuracy, action.

. should be taken to change them he'said.




