'PM fears execution will
‘worsen violence in Iraq

KUALA LUMPUR: The- executiOn
of former Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein must not result in the pro-

longing-of violence and miseryin.-

Iraq, Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad
Badawi said.

“I fear that the sentencing and
execution of Saddam Hussein will
worsen the existing sectarian vio-
lence that™ has prevented any
* ‘meaningful nation building or re-
construction from taking place,”

the prime minister said in a state-

ment issued to Bernama last
night. -
He said the people of Traq

should resolve to overcome their
differences and begin to embark '
" munity to bear its will ‘on those-

on a new era of national reconcil-
iation and national unity.

“In_this regard, I 'hope that the
- present Iraqi-government will be
guided by the principles of justice
and fairness in matters of ‘gover-
- nance, ensuring that all Iraqis are

treated equally and with dignity.”

Abdullah said Iraq had ahistory

NST- 3

~of greamess stahility and pros-;

perity.
- He .said the people of Iraq-

should be allowed to determine

for themselves how they wished to
restore peace, stability and pros-"
_ perity to their country.

“The international community
must assist the people of Iraqin all
appropriate ways to enable them

* to achieve- this objective a;ngl de-

termine their own future.”
The prime minister said any ex-

ternal interference and presence-
- - that contributed to the endless cy-
“cle of violence must end mnnedl-

ately
He urged the international com-

who continued to refuse the Iraqi
people truefreedom.
“Ipray for the people of Iraq and

: for peace and stability in Iraq,”
In Pekan, Deputy Prime Minis-

tér Datuk- Seri-Najib Razak said
the government respected the de-

-cision to execute -Saddam, writes

Mdzmé

Shahrum Sayuthi.

Te said it was the right of the"

Iraqi government -to dec1de on

“Saddam’s execution. :
- “We respect the -decision as’ it’

was made by a legitimate govern-

- ment which was elected by its
people,” said Najib, whois also the

Pekan = MP, : after presenting

awards and gifts to students who:

scored - excellent results .in the

“Ujian Pencapman Sekolah Ren-

dah.
“The event was organised by

Putera Umno in SMK: Seri Pekan i

here yesterday.
Najib, however, expressed con-

cern over the effect of the execu-

tion'on the people of the war-torn
country. -
“Iwould like to express our con-

~cerns, and those of the interna-
tional community, on the court .
_process which led to the- deGISIOIl :

to execute Saddam.

“We are-worried that this exe- -

cution will cause the conflict in’

Iraqto worsen.”
Najib said Malays1a and the rest

~ of the world had a valid reason to

voice. their -concerns over: Sad-

: dam’s execution.

Heé stressed that the mterna-
tional community must not in any
way ignore the sufferings of the
Iraqi people ever since the coun- -
try wés invaded- by the United
States and its allies. ,

Sagddam 69, was sentenced.to |

y-an Iragi court for-crimes

%nst humamty committed dui-

‘his’ regime which spanned
re than two decades.

“Earlier, in another functionat -
his family’s residence here, Najib |

_presented 299 head of cattle to-

mosques and syrau in his con-
sntuency to celebrate Hari Raya~
Aldiladha today. - :

S DiGE Telecommumcatlon pro-.

-vided 100 head of the cattle while
-Najib-made a:contribution of 12
’}head of cattle. The rest were from 8
'lnd1v1dua.ls




