Dr V Mahathir now
friends with Soros
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KUALA LUMPUR H‘e- was once ;cailed/,a'rb'gUé o
a moron and an enemy of Malaysia. Yesterday,

‘international currency-speculator George Soros..

was absolved of being the. culprit behind the .
1997 Asian financial crisis and embraced as a
friend by Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad, his long- -

time accuser. - IR Ll e

The former prime minister said he accepted
_Soros’ explanation that the billionaire was not
“personally responsible for the devaluation of =
the ringgit almost a decade ago. ' :

- “The question of forgiveness does not arise.
T accepted his explanation. Of course, my view - -
- about him (Soros) has changed. That's why lm =~

talking to him now,” Dr Mahathir said, adding

that he thought Soros had caused the run on - |
the ringgit based on what he had read in the -
- Press back then.: T I R
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but with one accord on global peace
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- Malaysia’s former premier and the -
billionaire held a joint Press confer- .
ence after their meeting here yester--
day. - oo R R
Soros was here to promote his - -
book, The Age of Fullibility, and to ad- -
_dress- the alumni’ of the London
School of Economics at théir 20than- - y
niversary diriner lastnight." e
» Dr Mahathir said he was still con-"-
cerned about the activities of curren-- -
cy traders, claiming they could de-
stroy many countries. . . = .
Soros, however, said speculators”
should not be held responsible be- -
_cause it was the duty of the financial -~
authorities to manage the function- .
ingofthemarket.” =~ .
*L, as a speculator, have acted ac-
cording . to “the prevailing rules.
_Knowing the market, 1 believe some-
times it is appropriate fo impose
some restrictions on capital moves,”
said Soros, adding that Malaysia’s
authorities made a mistake in keep- -
ing the fixed exchange rate regime
fortoolong. -~ o0 o
- He, —-however, .. conceded ‘that- L : . S
- Malaysia’s capital controls helped re- Soros,. who is ‘Jewish, Dr Mabhathir -problem> .~ . .-
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aay » 16  DOL0S,. lowish, hat! ‘ T M - o, DOt men told the Press that they - the forimer prime minister’ 1o
g;ge the country’s economic dam- L(;é(&l:med tha’tk he was not against - ]fila}?ung ,thle Press, tIgr ‘Mahathir " did not discuss personal issues (flhur{] z};ﬁrthunr?jlgt‘ag\l;:? ‘i)othxott'etlll‘:rgg(grtggg
age. T o G o o said he merely stated that the Jews  ing the meeting but were fonied . . in some ins -War wo :
-Apart from blaming Soros for.the Somehoyv orother, [have beenla- - had alot ofmﬂi’lence‘in,the American glgba.l peace, e%pecigly ‘tehf((a)i?lsslfgrgg‘ lt]hn:ztvlgggg]lg mstance§ war would be |
financial crisis, Dr Mahathir hason a belled _ anti-Semitic. T'm not. an- government, a view he said Soros did . -+ views against the war in Irag and . The billionaire explained_that he
E fe\fv occasions. lmphed a Jemsh con- t,l-Senu‘uc,'not anu-ng, but 'm very - not .agree with, but that was ‘his . against;many of the international was in favour of the .“respohé'ibﬂjty»to
spiracy for the world s . problems, much against what is happening in  stand, e . v 'policies of ~ American- President -protect” principle where the interna-
particularly those involving Muslim  Palestine ‘where the Israelis have “1 have Jewish friends and miost of / o tional community, and not an individ- |

. oL ool ; | avi George W.Bush. S ]
countries. tried to- out-terrorise the Palestini- - my friends-don’t think that 'm an- " Soros also managed to convince Dr - ualcountry, acted agaihst rulerswho |
. o

After his heart’-to-hekarigz talks wn;h ans. That's a wrong way to —resolve\:a ti-Semitic,”he added. - -Mahathir that while he appreciated - oppressed their own people,
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