reporting bribe attempts
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PUTRAJAYA: They turned down

tempting bribe offers, yet are now

in the soup.

: Eight civil servanis are bemg in-
~vestigated by the Anti-Corruption

- Agency for offences under the An- -

ti-Corruption Act 1997.

If found guilty they could face a

,y?

‘t\

If only all tlvll servants choose |
- to report brlbery attempts |

and not opt to pocket them
the CIVI| service would be free

.maximum fine of RM100,000 or a.

10-year jail term, orboth, .~ <"
‘ Their offence? Fail

attempted gratificati
UACA S
ShukriAbdul said, as clearly writ-

report., -

'Vestrgatlofrs director ;

of the problem of corruptlon

ten in the law, the-mien as officers -

“ - of public bodies should have re-
ported the attempts to bribe them
at the earliest opportunity to-ei- *-

 ther the police or the ACA.

Theeight men d1d not do this, he .

said.

He said last year, after the dpen- o
_.ing of * investigation  papers on -
1,441 individuals for’ corruption,
485 civil servants were arrested

.-for attempted brlbery ~
Of the 1,441, 106 “were . mem-

“bers of the public who tried to get . -
‘their way with*governmenti, ser- -

. ‘vants ‘by “under-the table” pay-
offs.

ACA lnvest/gatlons dlrector

Shukrl Abdul - -

W

The remaining number Were’

civil servants suspected of corrup
tion.

-~ Until September this year; 399 .
- government - servants "had been -
arrested- for offences- after the -
opening"of- mvestlgatlon ﬁles on
. 1 079 people.. ..
" Affer: mvestrgatmg 110 cases of

corruption - -among :“the “public,

65 clients of the government were. -
arrested ' -

servants ’
~Underthe law anyone who of—

{fers a government officer for;
‘among others,  to abstain from < -

performing. his -duties. or aiding

in procurement, shall.on convic- -
-tion be. liable to imprisonment of -
- between: 14 days and; 20 years,
“and ‘a:fine’ of -not less ‘than five
- times the value of the gratlﬁcatlon
or RM10;000, whichever is hlgh-

For fallure to report attempts at

- solicitation, mernhers of the public -

could ‘face a fine net exceeding

~ “RM10,000 oramaxnnumjallterm

h oftwoyears or both. ~ .

B “In most cases, civil servants
* . who lodge reports against mem- -

bers of the public they dealt with

~are those mvolved in law enforce-
’ment "he said. ’

‘He added that cases included

- traffic policemen’ getting. “offers”

in return for letting traﬁic offend-

.. ersgofree. .

Shukri said’ although the num- -
- ber-of civil servants co- operatlng

with the ACA by reporting - at:

tempts at bribery by the public -
~had been encouraging, it was low -
-~ in.comparison to their counter-
~ 7 parts who were happy to accept
SR theoﬂ‘ers)

“Look at our records for 2005.

bribes: \
- “If only all civil servants choosé

'to report bribery attempts and not

opt to pocket them, the eivil ser-

vice would be free-of the problem -
of corruption,” he told - the. New |

‘Of the 485 cases, only 106 cases of

bribes offered were reported.
“An estimated 80 per cent cases -
“were civil: servants acceptmg :



