' KUALA LUMPUR: Yang di-Portu

~ anAgong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin -

‘has - described Prime - Minister

- Datuk: Seri- Abdullah - Ahmad:

~ Badawi and-his predecessor Tun -
_Dr Mahathir Mohamad ‘as xem-

- plary leaders with excellent per:

“sonality and capabilities.

He said they had proven their

- commendable- qualities -through
‘sterlingleadership. -~~~

‘ “They are intelligent, have-vi-
.. ’sion,-and are dedicated and com-

~mitted to transforming Malaysia -

~in our own mould into a developed

_ and respected nation;” he said at .
.- thefarewell banquet hosted in his -

. honour ataleading hotel herelast

‘night. . o

“I feel hdh(y)rl‘ny'e-d.;éhd',fortlma'te *
- to- have had the opportunity. to:

ministration; . =
. iThe:  valuable - experience
gained during Dr Mahathir’s ‘era
" and now in Abdullah’s adminis-
tration made me realise how for-

serve as the King during their ad-

| -tunate and blessed . this country

~andits peopleare.” .

. The ‘king’s ‘reign -as ﬂiéf 12th

. Yang di-Pertuan Agong ends on

.~ ‘Tuesday. Present at the banquet -

-was Raja’ Permaisuri -Agong Tu--
anku Fauziah  Tengku Abdul
‘Rashid. =~~~ - - -0

“Abdullah, his deputy, Datuk.
Seri Najib_Razak, Dr Mahathir
and his wife Tun Dr Siti Hasmah: .-
Mohd Ali; - Cabinet members,

menteris besar, chief ministers,
high - *‘commiissioners, - ambas-

sadors and senior govérnment of- -

ficials were also present. ;
- The King said he was happy to

sides receiving: weekly -briefings

~ be provided. with: economic.and -
.development reports every year:
which showed good progress, be-

and- discussions’on government -

~administration matters with the
_prime minister before he chaired.
-the weekly Cabinet meting. -

“L'am also happy to-he updated

on the government’s planning on :

- development programmes for the
--nation," like the Ninth - Malaysia
‘Plan, which is-one of the three nas
-tional development plans for the
‘next15years.” - SRR

‘The king'said the governriient’s

-:strong emphasis on human capi-
tal. “development ~was™ 16 turn’:
. Malaysiansinto capable and com- -
petitive manpower notonly richin’

- 0n the institution {
“di-Pertuan Agong, the king said
‘the'dignity and hoi}@r of the'insti=

" raCS‘eS leaders 1p

Wt ool
 knowledge and _competent “in
skills but also possessing high per-. -
‘sonal ethics -and moral :values,

and physically healthy and fit. -
“There is' no country in' the

world which can’taste develop-

ment - and - attain . success™ by

merely relying on government.
 initiatives’ ‘and administration

without the people’s support and
having them play their roles ef-
fectively. : ‘

“Therefore, be a human being
with noble.values as exhorted by -
‘Islam; -and, realise and honour -
your duty fo the nation as-a, re-"

sponsible citizen.” - -, §

tution ‘must be’ constantly en-:

hanced as_the' Yang di-Pertuan:
Agong was not only the pillar and -
sovereignty - . of"
Malaysia’s constitutiondl monar-.
".chy but also the head of state and-~
~symbol of the people’s loyalty. to
- the law and Constitution.. -~
.~ He said the king was more than -
a ceremonial figurehead, but had. -

symbol - of

the role to serve and contribute to

thenation by initiating efforts and

the Yang

. said: —Bernama .

glvmg ideas directly or i'ndirééﬂy. '
“This is to forge. and nurture
unity among the people,-support

~ government pregrammes on the

nation’s prosperity, people’s well-
being. and to promote Islamic
tenetsin the country.” -~ -~
The king also urgedleadersand
the people to_continue to forge

- and preserve the prevailing unity

and goodwill in the country. :
The prime minister said the in-

stitution of constitutional monar--
-chy would continué to be upheld

regardless: of ‘whatever changes -
that may take place in the country.”
He said this was because the in-

stitution had existed for so-long

and ‘had been proven o he suc-

“cessful in protecting the interests

of all the people in the country. . -

' “The institution of Constitution- =

al Monarchy headed by thé Yang:

“di-Pertuan’Agong - représented -
~-the people’s solidarity. and peace’

inthecountry. -~ oo oo
“As-such, ‘the government and -

- the rakyat express their gratitute -

and appreciation for the duration
of Your Majesty's reigii as the Yang-
di-Pertuan . Agong,” - Abdullah -



