! WHEN the subject of national

 unity was brought to the table

. at the weekly Cabinet meeting -

last Wednesday, two things, it
seems, were-mentioned most

| in the proceedings: National

‘Service and national schools.

The issue was discussed at -

length accordmg toa mmls-
ter.”
And that kind of attention

reflected the gravity of prob- -

* lems on race relations, a hot
! topicoflate.
It has often been said that

this is a rather odd situation -

for the country that is’on the
eve of its 50th anniversary as
an lndependent nation,

Indeed, if it ‘were a man,
Malaysia would even be older
— four years older to be exact

— than its Educatlon Mmlster

Yet, it has found itself grap- -

pling with never-ending and
far-reaching ‘issues concern-
ing race and religion. -
The - Cabinet
and concern on the matter
was confirmed by Prime Min-

ister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ah- -
*.mad Badawi at his briefing to
_editors last Thursday.

Unity seems to be very frag-

“ile and so brittle, he said. “Alot -
‘of lessons:can he lea.rnt from

history.

“I- understand May 13 be- ‘
. cause | was there right in the

middle ofit and I saw it.

“I don’t want this to happen
again.

“I'don’t want the concept of

racial unity to be just a facade

deliberation .

or just: superﬁclal ,
‘[t is'learnt that at-the Cabi-

net meeting, most ministers

mentloned the National Ser-

. vice programme and national -
schools.as the best hope fora:
‘ long-term solutlon to raclalk :

problems.

“National Service is an ex- -

cellent way to promote har-
mony,” the prime minister said
at the briefing for editors.

-“But Natiqnal Service can-’

atlonal schoo s th

- Ng-

_Cabinet - then acknowledged

lefie 12w5

"-should- be. emulated and ex:
panded by the school-gomg
populatlon .

Tt is understood -that “the .

“that the key lay in “national

not reach or cover ‘the enﬂre )

; schoolpopulatlon
The next best  way, he,

added, was to. bring the Na-

tional Service culture to the,

schools.

‘He “cited the Scout move--
“ment or Red Crescent Society

as examples of activities which

‘schools, - that

“the -
scheine could only work if na-
tional schools are the schools

- of choice, since right now.only -
two per  cent of non-Malay -
children go to these schools at..

primarylevel.
The rest prefer to study i in.

* Chiriese or Tamilschools.

This ' matter about national
schools-~has: . actually  been
flogged to death the last cou-

“ple of years without showing

much headway given the in-
consistencies of policy imple-
mentatlon down the hne

whole:

In the brleﬁng, Abdullah .
-gave three main factors that
~-could make natlonal schools t

popular. - -
One, of course, 1sra:ismg the

-ination results.

" The second is to have Ma.n-<

‘darin and Tamil classes: in
to attract"; -
* - Ameng other things, he said.

The third, which has yet 107

“be tried out, is to introduce * als
-something like a report card’ .- in-
system for all national schools -
“and -the names of schools -
showing success in meeting’

the desired goalswouldbe an- - ‘
- desired leadership at  the

these ~ schools
non-Malays.

nounced every year.

A proper evaluation will be i
~among the people.”

made and only the ‘names of

the good natlonal schools wﬂl :
be proclaimed so that the peo- -
le know them.

~They will"™ ‘becorne - the ‘

' ';schools of choice, hesaid.
quality - of - teaching - which' -
could be: reﬂectedmthe exam~ :

“At ‘this point, it is relevant‘

;and very interesting 10 quote -
'Education Minister Datuk Seri
Hishammuddin Hussein in his

interview - with . Mingguan
Malaysza two.days ago.

of effortsto; strengthen nation+

chools: ¥The programme is
“political will on
the government is
and so 1s ﬁnanc1al

needed now is the

school-level and pohtlcal will



