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KUALA LUMPUR: Graduates
should not be too-dependent
on the government for em-
ployment.: .. o
Instead, they should explore
other options suchas the pri-

~ vate sector or even the possi-
bility of self-employment, said

- By Ranjeetha Pakiam -
" in tune with what is Trequired

~-bythejobmarket, - =

-~ “With the right skills; atti-

Deputy Prime Minister Datuk

SeriNajib Razak. -~

. “However, the private sec-

toris“very - competitive and
-graduates' .need to - equip "
themselves. with - the - right

skills, both hard and soft, to

ensure that they are compe-
tentenough. -~ ;- =

upon ¢

" “Students should ‘alwaysf'be‘

tude and qualifications, ‘they

-can find jobs anywhere” he
- said in his speech at the opén-
ing of the National Career Car- -

nival 2006 held at the Interna-

. tional Islamiic University. yes-
“terday.. . oo ;
" Najib said graduates could :
- ot be complacent and expect
ajobin the government sector
- local - university - graduates;
Najib urged them to be proac-
tive in improving themselves

ies, -

He urged theﬁg also to look -

into self-employment, a large

-domain “which’ we have. not-
~ fully explored”. PR

ompleting - their stud-

. overnment had already pro-

vided funds and grants for

--graduates who were interest-

ed in setting up their own busi-
. Desses either locally or over- -

seas.: .

~-veloped more and for that,

- graduates should not think in
. ‘an orthodox or conventional

way.”

Touching on ~théiu"hemploy*— ;

‘ment.problem faced by many

--orrisk beingleftbehind,

" On this point, Najib said the

“But this area has to be de-

He said the Cabinet had-di-

~rected the Public Services De-  isnot easy,

N

cess of filling the 32,000 va~
cancies in the public sector by

offering the jobs to freshigrad- -

‘uates, - st
At a Press conference later,

Najib said most varsity lectur- -
ers.who lacked proficiency in
< English weré those who were
 schooled in the Malay medium
“ofinstruction. - -

He said the problem arose

as this generation of lecturers -

received their education in the
national language in line with
the government’s policy back .

inthe1970s.. . R
“We cannot expect them to

f2006

partment to expedite the pro:
~ficiency in' English will

be so fluent in English as that -

““Our efforts o increase pro- -

in'] not
happen overnight. .. :

This is a transition period
we are going through and in
‘the fui

ture, - lecturers- - -and
teachers  will - be - proficient

enough in English to be able to -
- teach ini thatlanguage.” - -

~ He added that enrichment

programmes’ would be held
for the current lecturers toim- L o
- The ~ three-day ' carnival -

prove their fluencylevels,

~“.Najib was commenting on a.
study conducted by the Higher

Education - Ministry, ~which

found that the level of com-

mand among university stu- " - ,
_Hops as well as government
‘“agencies. - e

dents and lecturers had to be

improved to produce gradu-

‘ates kcapabulre' of «méet'in’glthe

challenges of a highly compet-
. itive global environment, - i

- The National Career Carni-
val is a national-level pro-
gramme thatintegrates all ca-

‘reer-related - services- organ-
ised to help university and col-
. legeleaversito identify suitable

Jjobs, seek- employment-and - |
successfully” perform in  the
working world; - :

will showcase & career exhibi-

-tion by ahout 100 organisa--
-tions, non-gevernmental - or-
‘ganisations, local and interna-

tional higher-learning institu-



