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"1 feel 'strongly that-the Ape
-should focus on trade as
“‘economicleaders,” Daj
* mad Badawi told a news conl 816 g
~ter the close of a two-day summit ‘of Apec
~leaderss v G
“If we are going to have mo and 1Ho)
difficult issues coming up tha: oceups
our-attention, and-because
~ Pages of communiques are devots i,
then there is a danger we might-be derailed
from-our economic objective,” hesaid. -
. This was not the case at this Ap
~In Hanoi as’some security issu hich:
" fected trade needed to he discussed amo
~the leaders to ensure they did ‘not
-~ economic co-operation, he added. - R
-~ However, in the future, if the North Ted
- nuclear issue, for example, was notresolved”
..‘and other fresh Security - issues”came ‘up,”
- then it could become a problem for the re-
~.glonal grouping. The ‘proper forum:for re-
- solving the North Korea issue was the United -

*. ‘Nations Security Council, he said. - - o
. The 21 Apecleadersissued a HanoiDecla- - - -,
_ ration at the end of their summit which did

‘not say anything .on the danger:posed b
“:North-Korea’s nuclear programme; as :
: “widely éxpected and sought by the US. ;
- President George-W. Bush had been ob:
 bying hard on the sidelines of the sunimi
- with other Apec big power members, such: . P e :
- asChina, Russia, Japan and South Korea, to = = y the US and Singapore to cre-
~include a statement by the regional group-. L Pacific-wide regional free trade i
- ing taking Pyenigyang to task in the declara- ~ area, dubbed as the Free Trade Area of the
- tion. S D e - = Asia Pacific (FTAAP), as an alternative to the -
- But a majority of Apec members, wary-of . - v

Jeing accused of interferingin othernations’ .~ JTURNTO P4, COL S




