Our country, or is it ours?

THE heat at the Just—conclud-
ed Umno general assembly

spilled -over intp. the Dewan

Rakyat yesterday as the oppo-
sition:. “and .+~ backbenchers

clashed ‘over the questlon of :

whoowned the éountiy.”

“Datuk Badruddin Amu‘ud-'
din (BN-Jerai) riled up the op- =
posmon -whenhe used the

- W Re orts by

~ferm - “negara  kami

: p051t10n leader LimKi ,
* “Chong Eng (DAP-Bukif Mé

. tajam) offered a. solutlon
proposed “negara kita”,

© soning it was more mclus :

and comprehensive.

 “The term used by ‘ng:;f
“Berhormat gives the ‘impres-
: "longs .

sion that this- country
to.only one. group.
‘The-_opposition harassed

,Badruddm to make a correc-
tion' when he refused to budge -
_ people used all the time. . -
“But I will have to.concede
that it ‘would “have. ‘sounded -
“better if he had uséd negara

from his stance, prompting the
MPto complam to the Chair:

- “They are disturbing me
and not. lemng me finish my-

“V. Vasudevan, Eileen

A 'Ng and June Ramli

debate,” said Badruddm who

‘was -debating allocations for
" the, Entrepreneur - Develop--. '

ment Ministry under Budgei
2007 at the committee stage.
- " Speaker Tan Sri Ramli Ngah

~Talib diffused the situation by

giving his take on both terms.
He said the phrase uttered
by-Badruddin was somethmg

W= 20\t

karmi semua as compared with
‘negara kami. YB Jerai did not -
mean to segregate any of the:

races,” he said, which seemed

- to pac1fy the floor.

“The - - exchange ~ between
Badruddin and, the opposition
started when the Jerai mem-

-ber called on Mara to provide

more scholarships to poorBu-

mipuiras to. take up ﬂymg'
Jessons.

Limm- interjected and asked

" ‘Badruddin to check his facts

first as he could be mistaken,

-and-told the House that the
deputy permanent
X chau*man had comnutted a

Umno

: mlstake on the ownershlp of |

the International Herald Tri-
bune while chau‘lng the Umno-

- general assembly. -

This ‘did not go down well

w1th Badruddin- who shouted ‘
. baekatlim; & -

“Jangan kurang ajar. (Don t

~ be ill:mannered). That is my
- right," our. Tight; . our space,
~Thatis our assembly, you DAP

stay out.Ini negara kami (this

isour country) N
::Chow. Kon:Yew (DAP-Ta.n-“

jung)stood up and argued that

- the fact the assembly was tele- -

cast live showed it had become
. the country’s affairs and not
" Umno s-alone:

. The House turned into &

“ shouting gallery when Chong
said - she ~was fearful - that -
Badruddin might run amok in

the House: :

It ended - yvhen Deputy |

Speaker Datuk Dr Yusof Yacob
told-Badruddin the time was -

up and he:could contmue after
‘the lunch hreak :

~



