‘I REMEMBER Tan Sri Mo-

haimned. Khir Johari from the

black-and-white - newsreels
shown' on_TV in the 1960s and

1970s. :
" They ~showed . h1m v1s1t|ng
schools, cuiting ribbons and

giving speeches, always stnil- -

- ing for the-cameras.

Never a-student of lnstbry, g

only-got to know what he was

all about when-we were work-:

ing on an-exhibition on the his- "
tory of our young country.
Going through the black-
and-white pictures, we found
him to-be a pmmment figure
in the country’shistory. -
- There was a picture of Khir-

Ma.laysm Sohdarlty Consulta-

tive Committee meeting in Sin-

gapore, discussing the forma-

tion of Malaysia. ,
~Qver the-years, during the
course of my work, 1-came

fectionately known in corpo-
‘rate and charitable functions:
He 'was- also. always ‘seen

ent of the Malaysian Zo-
il - Society -as well “as

Fund for Nature, - - - -

It was only after readmg hlS :

- functions at the Na--
Zoo in his capacity as.

resident of the World Widefj

obituary that 1-found out that

he was instrumental in settmg

up ZooNegara. - :
For that, millions of klds are

- eternally graxeﬁll t0 him.

. At last year’s “Road to Na- -
tionhood” ‘exhibition. "at - a
shopplng centre - in Kuala -

- ,ALumpur, I saw ‘Khir ‘and his -
“wife . going .threugh the “ex-
-~ hibits of }ustorlcal news a.nd

~pictures.” - o

~ While he was 0bv10usly noti "

in “the best of health, he
laboured his way through the

“exhibits..

When -he ‘saw’ pmtures of

‘himself as a° young man, his

eyes litup. .
T-went up ) hlm and sald s
“Pa.k Khir, thank. you for visit-

. ingthe exhibition.”

“What-he said touched me‘/ .

- and made the effort by those of

us in NSTP’s resource centre,

~art studio, photography “umit--
- and, I guess, the folks at the -
»shoppmg mall, worthwhile, -
- across Pak Khir, as he was af-

“Thank you for having the -

exhlbluon one-of the found—f,
-ing fathers of the nation said. -

Khir had- been knewn to
‘lament " the - fact * that many
of the young were unaware .
and unappremauve of the:
- country’s history and. the s
rifices of the generati

fore -in -the’: creatlon
country : :




