The ‘National
_Education
Blueprint

2006-2010" will

ensure the

Education

Ministry’s goals

are reflected and

plannedina
transparent and
‘deliverable
~manner. Minister
Datuk Seri
Hishammuddin
Hussein shares his
sions with KOH -
AY CHIN.

KUALA LUMPUR: An A-to-Z

guide on the country’s education

system, including its weaknesses,
future strategies and how funds

are disbursed, will be launched
soon.

~In a first effort of its kind, the

Education MJmstry will lay bare

its plans in the “National Educa-
_ tion Blueprint 2006-2010. '

The document will spell out the
ministry’s approaches for: the
next five years, including time-
lines on its delivery of goals.

It will also show how the mam-
moth RM23 billion allocation for
education will be distributed-un-

_-der the Ninth Malaysia Plan.

Mindful that “everyone has an

~ -opinion on education”, the min-

istry will also explain its direction
for. key areas such as the
strengthening of national schools,

- its “clusters of excellent schools”,

access to education, and empow-
ering teachers.

Admitting that the Malaysian
education system was: at the
crossroads, Education Minister
Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hus-
sein said the blueprint would en-

sure the ministry’s goals were re- -

flected and planned in a transpar-

LSRN

‘ent and deliverable manner.

Themed, “Pioneering Cha,nge
— A National Mission”, . the

blueprint would allow all those in- :

volved and interested-in educa-
tion to be clear on where the min-

istry is heading and how it wanisv

to get there, he said.

“Education  policies have
far-reaching implications and we
need to understand where we are
before we can figure out how fo
get to where we need and want to
be as a nation,” he said in an in-
terview with the New.Sunday
Times.

“For example, not many realise

that children, who entered their
first year of education at primary

levelin 2005, will only graduate to*

the marketplace in year 2020.”
- Tt is, therefore, crucial to have a
blueprint ~and unplementatlon
plan, and to instil a sense of ur-

gency in Malaysians, he added.
~“We need to face up to the fact
that Malaysians have to compete
with billions of our fellow Asians
who are hungry. for the kind -of
prosperity and stability we have

achieved over the past 20 years.
“They will work harder. and
smarter - because they - are

hung‘rler ‘

“All Malaysiai ﬁﬁifecmlly the:v

Malay community, have to come
to terms with this fact.

“If we don’t rise to the ever-in-
creasing critical - challenges, we
will return to being. losers in the

globalrace.

“Talsofeel the blueprmt has: ap-

proached most of the issues from -

a purely market perspective,

whereby we have looked at satis-
fying the needs and. demands of”

the market.”

The blueprmt would be target-l'

ed at education officers-at the fed-

_eral, “state and district” levels, .-
Members of Parliament, state:as-

semblymen, teachers, parents
(through parent-teacher associa-
tions) and non-governmental or-
ganisations.

afteritslaunchon Jan 12; -
Hishammuddin . had - an-
nounced various new policies and
changes this year and in 2005,
such as the re-assessing of aca-
demic and - mnon-academic
achievement and the teaching

profession, but he feels the public

needs a better understanding of

“why he is;tvaldng such steps and

not a “total reform” as often de-
manded by educationists, -
“People out there usually take

' only bits and pieces of education,

and read what interests them...

they don’t look at it in.a hollstlc
_ manner.

“Being tra,nsparent is 1mpor-
tant because the amount allotted

for education is so big and I do not
-want allegations that it did not
-reach target groups or our objec-
- tives because this blueprint will
- show exactly where the money is

a]l going to.”
H]shammuddm made it clear

“that ‘the various. streams - of

schools were here to stay. L
“For too long, people have per-

celved the various streams and.

‘ *-_types of schools as something de-
Tt will be for all to see when it is. ;
posted ‘on the ministry’s website -

structive or to quote economlsts

-azero-sum'game.

- Hishammuddin said he had to

“get the message across that the

different streams were beneficial

and were not going anywhere S0

that people would get past- the

“phobia or fear of the unknown” -
and move on to producing the -

very. best students out of these,

schools



_ inschools. - -

_of our literacy rate

sise on sports but

Q: There have been times during
your tenure as Education Minister
when educationalists and academi-
cians say there needs to be total re-
form and that what the ministry is

currently doing is merely \pt‘!tting .

“patches on an old shirt”.: "

A: When I first began as Edueation -
Minister, I shared the same view. Ev- .
erybodyhas an opinionon education. -

You always feel: that -the grass is
greener on the other side and be-

cause we are now fnuch- more. ex-. -
posed and more educated, the expec- -

tations and demands are also higher.
. Twas no exception. When I came to

the ministry, [ was just a member of '
the public who was alse a parent, .

having the same views and expecta-

tions. However, my recent trip to-
South Africa for the Commonwealth
. Ministers “of  Education - meeting -

opened my eyes o the strong founda--
tions and progress we have achieved
in education..’

When viewed in the context of our’
the . other -

achievements. -vis-a-vis
Commonwealth countries

isheart-

ening to note that our education sys- -

tem ranks very high in key indicators
among our peers who sharethe same

“legacy, colonial past and system. In

the recent report by the Common-
wealth Secretariat, Malaysia ranked
very high in terms '

and also- participa-
tion rate at all levels
ofeducation.
It is, “therefore,
criicial that ‘every-
body --appreciates
the fact that we
need not start from
scrateh. ‘We have to
build . on_ these
strong fimdamen-
tals;-adjust ~where
necessary, reform
where needed -and
re-engineer what is
not working.
Educatienists,
academicians .or
NGOs: who are in- -
volved in areas like
sports, for example, .
want us to empha-

they don’t look at
the time available .

I we
two-session ,
schools, how are we : ,
going to do that? And out of frustra-

have

tion about certain areas, they call for
“total- reform”. Where would we-

start? It's better for us to realise we.
have a strong foundation and let’sim-
proveonthat. : o

We have consistently, since Inde- -
- pendence, put much investment. in

education and that has not been em-
phasised enough. We have got a very
strong basis, we don’t need to change
the shirt as it were, and we don’t need

to put patches on it because I think ‘
what we need is to maybe fine-tune. - ] ;
.- body when there

and tailor'it to make it more trendy.

- We are not complacent, we have a:.

strong shirt to wear at the moment.

So we are just making sure the shirt-
- doesn’t stay the same untit 202() e

Changes in assessments

- And with regard?sbﬂiéfpa;ce of re-

form, our education system is like a -

-supertanker out at sea. Any sudden:
shift or change in its course ‘will only:

cause major disruptions. Tt is; there- -

fore, important to ensure that we are

fully change course: .~ -

Q: Some people say there are very

necessary reforms in areas like the
‘teaching profession. That there is a

lack of dedication from teachers,

unlike before, and that this stems ’
from so many different issues such
as teacher training, heavy work-

load, etc. .~

-A: Teachers are the backbene of the
nation’s education system. They aré
the ones who ensiure the- successful
delivery or change in schools. We
need to bring them on board before

" anyreform s carried out. -

- For=

‘been -négteeteds For example, the
teacher-classroom ratio ' was revised
‘after 24years. - - S

The siruggle to upgrade the teach-
er training -colleges is  something
teachers have heen fighting for:30.
years. A dedicated study to under-

stand the workload faced by teachers
Was.commissioned and completed in

WHAT TO
EXPECT
FROM THE
BLUEPRINT _
(2006-2010)

examinations

Better prémaﬁehalv opportunities for teachers

Reduction in educational gap between rural and

-an effort to reduce their workload. -

Allowing our. teachers to be pro-
“moted to JUSA C: (Highly senior or
-“Super Principals™ scale for. these in
"education) without leaving -schools

was alsointroduced. - ;
There is strong political will in the-
present administration ~to " see

‘through these reforms and ensure -

that teachers.come out ontop:

‘Having said that, we have to -
‘change our approach and tighten the
entry intoteacher training colleges.
The days when we took on just any-
was a'shortage are

over,

Ne have to build on strong

_ would be a teacher. How many of our

children would say that?-Our teach-
ers need- enough respect from the -
parents  themselves. ‘They. expect
teachers to deal with all their chil-

- dren’s problems, from discipline to
fully prepared for a major shiftindi-
rection before ‘the ‘ship can success:

truancy to sports. But how many -
times have they come to meet the

- people who teach their. children?
“’How many parents of those students

who got 5As in UPSR recenily made

“the effortto thank their téachers?”

There are many passionate, good -
teachers out there, and they have to

“be recognised'and rewaljd.ed.

Q: It is a perennial issue— the dete-

- riorating degree of racial integra-"-*

tion among students. So many

things haye been said aboutthisand .

“how to'solve it, but the reality isthat
it is happening and it is Hdrd to- -
_‘manage. - - i+

 A: The prime minister was brave in
ng, teachers have -

accepting and publicly stating the re-

ality that national integration is stilla .

problem, and the fact remains that a
lot still has to be done to achieve the
vision and hopes of our forefathers.

We need to make our national
- schools as “the school of choice” for
_-all” Malaysians. Several ‘streams  of -

schools co-exist in the system, with .
SK as the primary siream and there
. .. “are also national-type
schools, ' state - religious
schools and religious
schools. i
- National schools have
to be empowered and
used as the anchor for na-
tional integration. -
Statistically,  we have
7,819 national = schools
with 4.58 million “stu-
denits. However, this re-
mains a major challenge.
Racial polarisation in our
schools is still very appar-
ent. Of late, we see that
‘our national scheols have
lost their appeal to noton-
ly the non-Malays but the -
' Malays as well. This will
~have to change:
* National integration is
-something close to my
- heart. As someone who
hasheenbroughtup inan
‘environment - to- respect”
the diversity of Malaysia, I
feel that  integration:

| ity of all Malaysians. Tonly
- -gaw hiow hig the problem:

Was réally, when 1 went into the Ed-

ucation Ministry. - - . L
When I was in sports (Youth and

Sports Ministry), when Malaysia is
-winning everybody is happy, it
+ doesn’t matter where you come from,
‘what colour, or what religion. When
- youarelosing, theyare even unitedin. -
‘bashing the minister. .

But in education,

because if’s so

polemic, so critical to everybody, the
-tendency tolook atiton racial andre- =

ligious grounds is much more pro-
nounced. Tt has to be addressed but’

-we have tolook atitin perspective. -

. Here, I would like to put the record

* straight. While I agree that polarisa-
=" tion . a1

d national integration is-a
problem, it is important .

| should be the responsibil- - ~

* pre-National Service programme.

text.

For example, the mix of students in
our secondary schools is not a prob-
lem as most of our students attend
the same schools.

This is reflective in the statistics
whereby the level of non-Bumiputera
students in-secondary schools is at a,

“healthy 32 per cent. The concern-is .

really with our primary schools, es-
pecially those situated in areas where
there are alternative streams on of-
fer. ‘ :

Q: ‘Will integration programmes

like the Students’ Integration Plan

for Unity and National Service, and
soon pre-National Service, really
work in the long term?

Al believe these programmes are-
essentially very good. However, their -
success very much depends on the

commitment by all stake holders in-
volved — be it parents, government

agencies and departments, political

parties or others. . = - S
T-am heartened to see that support

from various ministries and agencies
have been extremely forthcoming in

thisarea. . .

We are also in continuous dialogue
with various parties, especially the
minister in charge, Datuk Maximus

- Ongkili, to devise ways and means by .
which more creative elements can be.
~ introduced in our schools to foster

greafer integration.

- Also, co-curriculum and sports is

not just for the sake of having co-cur-

riculum and sports. It's the fun way of -

getting children to interact and ifthey

cannot do it voluntarily, then we

might have to force them under the

?&:;Hdw about the curricﬁlum’,thart k
'we have had since the 1980s —the -
KBSR and KBSM. Times have -

that we view this in its proper kcon-‘

chatiged, so will there be a change
in'what our studentslearn?

A: What our stadents study in
schools and the curriculum used is
something that is dynamic and peri-

“odically reviewed. For example, the

last major review was conducted in

2000. , - C ) .
However, as'1 mentioned earlier,

our.education m is’at thecross-

‘roads. <" N z

On one hand; we have managed 0
provide the basic tenes of quality, ac-

" cess and equity to education for all
“Malaysians, but the demands of to-

day’s globalised - and borderless
world bave forced us to re-look the
type of students we produce.

-~ The PM mentioned this in his re-
cent speech at the Umno general as-

_sembly, where he-used the term “ce-

lik minda”-to describe students who

_are not only good academically, but-
‘have the ability to compete globally in

a variety of fields and disciplines,
confident and are inquisitive -and

. Malaysian in all senses.

_ This will involve some ctiange in

curriculiim, but more importantly it

brings into question the orientation
- and emphasis we want to see in our
. -

schools. -~

As a first step, I have instituted.
measures to enhance the non-aca-
demic focus of our schools through
the revival of co-curricular activities.

This is clearly reflected in our poli-
¢y, where the Cabinet has decided
thatentryinto public universities will
have to take into account co-curricu-
lar involveinent in schools. .

‘T have also initiated steps to begin
the shift from mere rote learning to
more creative-based thinking. This

* willbe reflected in the blueprint. -

" However, this initiative will depend .-

_very. much on ‘the support and
ﬁha.ngem ,mipdset of the public, espe-

jally parents:
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