WE should stop fooling our-

selves. Unity, like Utopia, will al-
ways remain a dream, a direc-
tion. 'We will not achieve it in
2020 orlater. -

“But the good news is, if we

learni to celebrate our diversity
while understandlng the under-

lying unity, we Wﬂl do marvel- .

~lously..

... For dlversrcy is the very
scheme of life. Celebrating our

“rich variety: while-anchored in
awareness of our common des-

tiny -should become a natlona,l

agenda.
“We should - also celebrate our

sense of being part of the human -

panorama; of being part of this
- inter-related cosmos.
- In any multi-racial, multl relic

gious society;there isbound tobe' -

tension and the occasionalcolli-

“sion. If this hation is doing well it -
"isbecause of the elasticity and vi--

brancy of this tensioni which acts
-asadelicate balance.

- Look at some of the countries
-where “only people “of:a single
race or one religion live. They are

battered by constant strife or-

gnawmg poverty. -

1. daresay ‘Malaysia has not
seen the open sirife and destruc-

tion that has bludgeoned many
_nations mainly because it is not a
one-race, “one-religion - nation.
And hecause it has this-equiva-
lence
“The governments role is to
-manage this tension; to' trans-
form collision into collaboration.

No one should be made to feel he .

‘or-she is a second .class citizen.

- Everyone should feel equal ownL-

ershipof this nation.

A government which dlSCI‘lII].l
natés gives the wrong message to
both those who are being dis-
criminated ' against and those
who benefit. One side feels it is
‘being treated unjustly. The other

side comes to believe it is an in-

herentright. -
Under certain circumstances,
as part of maintaining this fine

balance, adjustments — such as.

affirmative action — may be re-
quired. But these should be car-
ried out in.a way that does not

antagonise. and marginalise one

segment or create dependency in
the other. .

It will be easier for citizens to
remember their responsibility in
maintaining this balance if they
have a sense of gratitude. This is,
after all, a country blessed with
natural resources; .a. couniry

_rarely visited by massive natural
calamities; a country which is free
frombomb blasts and civil strife.

We have a tendency to expect
“others to do something about

problems and issues. This must

change. What are we, as individ- -

uals, ‘doiirg to make Malaysm a

‘better.place? ‘There are many
“stnall things we can do to engen-

der closer relations. Smiling, for

instance. Or being polite. Or -

reading up about another. cul
ture. Or even, and especially,
managing anger..

The race forward must include

‘encouragement to discuss prob-

lems and issues openly. It is bet-

ter to discuss frustrations openly
-and. seek solutions than to sup--

préss them or allow them to fes-
ter and gmmer. It is better to
have verbal eruptions now and

then than to have even a smg]e .

physical eruption. -
As’ always the best place to

_start is with the young. Children

spend much of their lives in
school. They should be encour-
aged to accept the differences in
race, culture and religion. .
Students should not be dis-

criminated against ‘hecause of -
‘race or religion. From what I

hear, this is not the case in more
than a few national schools.
Only last-week, one shocked

. parent complained about an-as-

sessment test done by a school

for children entering Year One.

The results ‘of the assessment
were to be used by the school au-
thorities to-decide which class
the pupils would go to.

The parent said the teachers
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went around helpmg children of
a particular race to answer the -

questions, totally ignoring- the
other-children: What sort of mes-
sage will this send the young
minds?

Teachers st engender anat-

mosphere of cordiality and-good-

~will -to. ‘help students’ transcend
. petty separatist tendencies and to

narrow group loyalties.  They

should inspire the students to see -
- beyond race and religion. And
theyshould doit by example. How "

many such teachers do we have?
- Something certainly stinks in

our education system. It is not

enough to: call: in the general
practitioner. We need to call in
the surgeon to excise the cancer-
ous areas.

Some blame it on the exxstence
of vernacular schools. But this is

the easy way out. The older gen-

eration will tell.you that during
their time there was hardly any
sense of-difference among stu-
dents. And there were vernacu-

- lar schools at that time too.

I, for instance, had - many

friends. We never really saw each -
“other as Malay or Chinese or In-

dian. We saw ourselves as Ed-

wardians (King Edward VIl Sec-

ondary  School) ~and as
Malaysians. We used to call each
other “Melayu” or “Hindu” but

‘no one felt insulted or that these

were-“sensitive” words.
Abdul Aziz Salleh (now Datuk),
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should be taken‘ against school

-’heads and teachers who show

racial bias.. Is -the government

: ,V\brave'ienOugh todothat? .

The- - teaching -~ profession
should be -made- attractive to
quality, people by way of hetter,
salaries and perks.

The way forward to a happy
Malaysia calls for -a wholeseme

- and helistic _education system

that also addresses the néed to-

make children feel ‘wanted; to
feel they are an essential part of -

* the national fabrlc, ‘to-feel “T'am

Malaysianfirst”

< We needasystemwlnchteach-
.es themi to-think, net fill ‘them

with information; a system that

... inculcates ~a . deep - sense -of

awareness of their actions and

~ the consequences; we' need to
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< kuan—-we celebrated our differ-

ences; we celebrated our: com-

. -monahtles
- Ohe reason was that in school

we-were:all treated equally. If

“‘there'was a teacher’s favourite it -

“had nothing todowithrace. ,
I suppose this ‘was" because

-mostof my school life was spent

beéfore May-13, 1969 and the in-
troduction. of the New Economnic

Policy. At'the time T left school,

the. implementation of the New
Economic Policy was in its infan-

¢y and had not begun to- cause

any discontent. :
‘Another reason was that we
had mature teachers. Dedicated

“teachers who wanted to mould
personalities and share knowl- -

edge. -~ -
But I pity today’s children. Too
many narrow-mmded people .
are masquerading as “guru’” an
giving that lovely and noble word ‘
abad name: Etymolog1ca]ly, gu-
ru” means. “dispeller of dark-
ness”. But more than a few blink-
ered teachers are creating dark-
ness instead. ‘

For the nation to produce tow-
ering Malaysians, we need ma-

ture-teachers. Is the government -

committed enough to liire quality
people- and. not ~anyone - who
needs -a job after. finishing
school? - Disciplinary. -action

teach “them noble values; we
need to teach them -not to. he
quick in ass1gmng blame but to

look within, .
“'We need a system which does
- not plant the seed of racial or re-
ligious superjority in a' young

mind. It may be-a good idea to -
keep religion out of the formal

7 school curficulum.

The ediication system should in-
»froduce a key aspect of holistic liv- - -
ing: the Know Thyself philosophy. = -

Know Thyself should be the

- Iantraon every student’s lips. It
- -should" be inscribed ‘on - every

wall. 1t should be on everyone’s-

_ list of things to do. Poht1c1ans

teachers, you and I — we ‘will -~

“benefit u'emendously by know-
‘ing ourselves.. .

For this will be ‘the startmg :
point fo a less violent world and a
contented life. It should take us

"*-beyond colour and creed.

“-‘Seneca’s -advise is periinent:

“Wesheuld every night call our-

selves to an account: What infir-
mity have ‘1 mastered today?
What passions: opposed?” What .
temptation resisted? Whatvirtue

* acquired? Our vices will abort-of -

themselves if they be brought ev-
ery day to the shrift.” - .
Most. important perhaps, the
Know Thyself mantra will help
us and our children celebrate our
humanity, our diversity ‘of .cul-
tures and the diversity thatis Na-
ture. I've started on this journey: -
Will you ] oinme?.

We have come to thls world to

~.accept it, not merely to know it.

We may become powerful by
knowledge, but we attain fullness
by sympathy. The highest educa-
tionis that which does not merely
give -us information but makes
our life'in harmony with all exis-
tence. .
— Rabmdranath Tagore



