Syed ThlS roundtable is about lookmg forwa.rd
especially-after the recent Umno general as-
sembly, where there were sensitive speeches

that caused uneasiness among the people. But
- instead of looking back at other black marks,

we should look forward to the future. There’sa
great deal of suspicion among Malaysians, de-
spite the fact that we are going to celebrate the
nation’s 50th anniversary next year. The re-
cently concluded (Umno general) assembly and

s0?

Dr Rozaldah Meetmgs that are race-mc]med‘
should not be telecast live as everyone is bound -

to talk abot it. Every party that is race-based
must. champion the issues concerning that

community.. There has been dissatisfaction in.

terms of achievements and wealth distribution
.. and this. contmbuted to the suspicion.

"Kulasegaran: The suspicion :and uneasiness is -

nothing unusual. It has been like this for the last

49 years. These are matters that have not been '

addressed. (They have been caused) .

race-hased parties which I thirk is wrong, It IS '

the result of political parties. like Umno that

. champion the Malay agenda. What more when -

youdo so openly '
- Dr Rahman: Flrs_tly, Ithinkthere are some con:

siderations. here. No" matter what you talk
about, the Malays feel they are still behind .

when. it comes to"the economy.- Secondly,
whether you like it or not, more Chinese are

sending their children to Chinese schools and

more: Indians are sending “their children to
- Tamil schools. So, the (Malay) commumty be-
- comes suspicious. Thirdly, thesuspicion be-

" comes greater when some community leaders

start.questioning the social contract and this is
when the speeches becoms ﬁery Ifyou askme,
these a:re t.he roots of our: susplcxon :

: Syed'DrWee howdoyousee lt‘?

Dr Wee: After hstemng tothethree YBs, I have a
strong feeling that it comes down to the social”
contract:. You have your wversion, T have mine. -
But what is nnporta.nt is that we find unity in'di--
-versity. What is important also isto see the con-

tent of the social contract. I want to ask for
something that can benefit my race. It does not
mean Iam questioning the rights of the Malays..
Sométimes, as in the case of the Indians who
want to increase their share of equity to three
© per cent; itis only fair that they want to upgrade
their position in life. But some willinterpret this
- as they wanting more. I think we have to base

everything on the Federal Constitution. What

does the social: contract mean to spec1ﬁc com-
munities?

To a Malay, it may mean Malay speciakrights,
To a Chinese, it inay mean the right to study his
mother tongue. I think the emphasis varies
from race to race. That is the problem we are
facing. Secondly, we have not established the
foundation for national unity. The issue of Chi-
nese sending their children to Chinese schools
is not the problem. The problem is the deterio-
rating state of social integration at national sec-
ondary- schools or -sekolah “menengah ke-
bangsaan. Umno members must réalise that

what they said at the general assembly was be-_

'ing heard by other races and the international
commurni

Take the mmdent mvolwng the keris (Umno
Youth chief and Education Minister Datuk Seri
Hishammuddin Hussein waved the keris at the
assembly). Kissing it, and usingit are two differ-
ent things. I feel the situation has detenorated
‘because of thmgs like this. ‘

Syed: Isit p0551b1e then that the other commiu-

_nities” are_not knovvledgeable enough about '

Malay culture?
" Kulasegaran: No. I thmk you must takerit within

the context.of the Ummno assembly... (when peo-

ple spoke about) running amok, bloodbath and

¢ all that. When you take all that into considera-

tion, then the keris becomes an offensive. thing.

what came out of it was an example. Why is this

~ “blue ocean strategy when we talk about racial

integration. I don't like to hear the word foler-
ansi kaum. 1t should be integrasi kaum that
should be upgraded to a higher level to include
appreciation or penghayatan. I do not see this.
Actually, we try to tolerate each other up to a
level. Sometimes, we can't tolerate each other
(beyond that level). We have to encourage more
integration as well as appreciation. We have
been talking about Sino-Malay co-operation for
years, but why can’t we encourageit? If the Chi-

- nese and Malays can work together in business,

we can succeed. But we do not encourage this.
The market is not Malaysia alone. IfIwant to do

* . business, if I go to Arab countries, of course, I

.-want Malay partners.

Syed: What do you think about specific policies
or programmes that the government of the day
has done or should do to strengthen our resolve
to get us forward? In the face of globalisation,
do. you think there is need for a re-think or

re-look at some of these things? '

- Dr Rozaidah: I think the relationship between

For the non-Méﬂay, these are very sensitive ‘is-‘ :

. sues. Their views have to be taken into consid-

. eration as much as there needs to be respect for.

the keris.

. Dr Rahman: Let’s be rational, Do you think it is
possible forustorun a,mok?

7 Kulasegaran: Why not? ‘
Dr Rahman: We are bound by human rights anid

are under the scrutiny of the international ¢om-
munity. I don’t think it is possible. We are living in’

a globahsed world. We must look at this maturely. ‘

Dr Rozaidah: I don’t think it is possible (running
amok). Even if we talk about Malay rights, we-
are not saying the other races like Chinese and
Indians are taking it away from us. What we are

saymg is that we want our party to champion

our issue, t0 reach the level or numbéer that we
~have targeted all this while. As long as the tar-
getisnotreached, we will harp on the issue. Ev-
ery party wants to enrich and empower ifs own

race. What we are saying is that the people in -

Malay organisations are not doing enough to
help the Malays. .

k Syed: There are differences of opinion on thls

We can discuss this till the cows come home and -

still not get it resolved. After 49 years of inde-
pendence, we have been through a lot of trials
and tribulations. If we eontinue to look back at

the negative things; it is not going to do us any

:good. - What about. the positive : aspects of

Malaysians? Do you think we can- rlde on the

.. Positive elements?

Dr Rozaidah: I think we.can start with the Ninth-
Malaysia Plan. It is a national mission. it is all
* there. It wants to empower people from every
- walk oflife. That is what the prime minister has

been: saymg It1s a good place to begin.
ulasegaran. I think of all the races. The Bumi-

puteras in Sabah and Sarawak have alot of pos-

itive things to contribute to nation-building. !
think maturity and proper integration in
schools are the answer. This is what is lacking.

Dr Rahman As I said, Umno can play a major

role in leading Malaysia to greater heights. We
have to increase our tolerance. (Datuk Seri Ab-
dullah Ahmad Badawi) Pak Lah has spoken on
this in his winding-up speech. On the issue of in-

- tegrity, the thing is that when a Malay isgiven a .

contract, he gives it away. There is no integrity
here. These people want to take things easy. Of
course, if the things that are mentioned are
looked into, we will see improvement. Then,

. there is the social contract. When it ' was draft-

ed, it was done by the leaders of the Chinese and
the Indians. It was agreed to by the leaders. We
have to respect that.

DrWee: Lstrongly helieve we have to adopt the

" Dr Rozaidah: It
“cused instead’ :arguing about Malay or Chi-
. nese” nghts We-are all Malaysianis: H:is en-

the races in the pursuit of the global market is
lacking. But that is from the businesslevel. The

“government has done quite alotin other areas. -

- Dr Wee: How we promote relations among the
- races should also be looked at. The Ethnic Rela- -

tions guidebook for public university under-
graduates this year creatéd quite a bit of misun-
derstanding. It was not right. It was negative. If
Tam a Malay, I will be angry. If I am a Chinese, |
will be unhappy. Sometimes, we can’t blame the

" government. 1 think the leaders make fa.lr state-

ments.

The intention is good but when. it comes
down the line; it goes out of their control. We
have to éducate: our cml servants. :

~Syed Whats your most nnportant hope for,
: _Ma;laysm’f‘ S » ,

‘aﬁy hope we can remam fo- '

shrined n our: Constitution that everyone has’
their rights and everyone canlook forward to.

'+ prosper. -

Kulasegaran: After 49 years, I want to know I
belong here. Malaysians feel very strongly
about it. Bangsa Malaysia and racial harmony
are very important. This is my motherland, ir- -
respective of my race. I was born here; Ill live
here; Pll fight here; I'll stay within the system. [
think there’s alot of hope for us.

‘Dr Rahman: For the Malay community, we have

our own difficulties. For instance, it’s very diffi-
cult for a Malay to work-in a private company.
It’s almost impossible. There are requirements
like knowing) Mandarin. I'm hoping for a gen-
uine economic partnership. As for Malays who

-just want quick profits, we have to make sure

these people nolonger receive the goodies. .

Dr Wee: I think this is possible. Even as-a Chi-
nese, I understand the Malay culture because 1
grew up in a kampung. Although 1 went to a
Chinese primary school, it did not stop me from
interacting with other races. I'learned the im-
portance of national unity at sekolah menengah
kebangsuan between the ages of 13 and 18.

That's - where we mixed. 1 think mem-
perkasakan  (strengthening) sekolak = ke-
bangsaan does not mean primary schools only:

It should include secondary schools. One must

understand that pupils ‘at Chinese and Tamil
primary schoels learn their culture. But the syl-
_labus is from the Edhication Ministry and I don’t
see any problem with this. But from secondary -
- school onwards, we have to encourage students
of allracestointeract. ‘
This is a country for all races and we should
"not differentiate between the races. We should
try to be fair to all. This is my hope. It is high
time we produce more moderateleaders. Letus
be realistic. Tri this era of globalisation, we have
toface the world together '



