Opposmon brmgs up
\kerls 1ssue again

,A THE Opposmon ‘once’ agam
~took issue with the keris, a

symbol of Malay culture, dur-

ing the winding-up of the de-
bate on the Education Min-
istry’s Supply Bill for:2007.
__Deputy Education Minister
‘Datuk Neh Omar traded barbs

with -Chong Eng (DAP-Bukit"

Mertajam) after the Opposi-
tion member poked fun at the
keris, an Umno party symbol,
when' asking about_uhocc:
p1ed teachers’ quartéys: ... . :

Noh, who was Wmdmg-lﬁ'

the ‘debate at the committee -

stage, became angry when
‘Chong continued to raise the
keris issue that -arose after
‘Umno Youth head Datuk Seri-
Hlshammuddm Hussein kiss-

ed the weapon at the recent

Umno general assembly.
He described the Opposition
party as lgnorant about. cul-

. ernment:

that the kerisis a herltage of
the Malays. Please do not
politicise the keris again. Close

- the book,” he said'

- Noh said that it was hecause
of the Opposition’s ignorance
of history that it continued to

- question the position of Chi-

nese schools although the gov-
policy had  not
changed, that s, to provide ed-
tucatlon toallraces.

“The Opposition must un-
derstand the history behind
‘the establishment of Chinese

--schools. So- please do ot
politicise . as it . can destroy -

racial unity,” he added.
The keris issue was hotly:
debated by the Opposition yes:

terday when a DAP motion o

cut Hlshammuddm s salary by

NST- 24|\ woz§ -
~ture and said they had no un® . RMI0 was rejected e
"Vderstandmg of histery. "~ Nohsaid a study on 1 500
“The Opposmon must know respondents from primary

school- pupils - nationwide
showed that their command of

_ Enghsh in'Science and Mathe- :

matics had improved.

“The pupils were given tests
annua]ly and we found -that .
they are - improving every
year

He added that - their com-

_mand of English could only be

gauged when they sat for the.

 Ujian Pencapa,lan Sekolah.

Rendah (UPSR)in 2008.
Noh:also told the House that

- the number of dropouts in pri-

mary schools had fallen from:
20,560 (1997-2002) to 9,713

" (2000-2005), while secondary .~

school  dropouts - decreased

from: 60,413 (1998-2002) to

43,586 (2001-2005). - —
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