7 BETTER known' by his-last two
 names,

“Clough .~ Thuraisingam’s
passion to-do the'best for Malaya

- was taatched only-by his love of -
‘horses and his Chevrolet. .

“Thuraisingam, -who- served ‘as

i Member (Minister) for. Education
“from 1951 to. 1955, was known to
all and his dream wasto see aumt-

Lumpur,speaks
There are ‘many
adorning the walls.

And they bring b, cl(?memorles»

of his compassion;love for his fam-

ily and his starting the day at 5am
with aflask of plain tea and settling -

in‘his armchalr to ]isten to-BBCRa-
dio. .
Thayamany,

82, remembers

: how her husband’ turned on the

radio loudly and" pottered about

: the house.

“When he was awake nobody
got a-chance to-sleep longet,” she
said, surrounded by three of her
seven chﬂdren anda granddaugh-
ter.

' every day because-it is the best
- time to read and say myprayers:”

- Arts, he went on to read law at the -

Thuralsmgam of Jaffna. Tamil
origin, was born in Taiping on Aug

7 28,1898.

- After compleung a degree in

. Inns of Courtin London.

- Soor after returning as a. barrls—

ter. to Slngapore, Thuralsmgam'

“Even. now I stlll get up at 5am' '

~met journalist Onn. Jaafar w1th

‘whom he forged a close friend-hip

-thatled them to bemg ﬁrm pohucal
- allies.

‘When Onn became Umno leader

+in'1946, Thuraisingam and sever-
al others; including Henry H.S. Lee: .
~and“"VM:N."Menon,- were :in the
forefront of the Malayan lndepen-

dence movement..
The two friends were firm be-
Tievers -of multi-racialism in poli-

tics, opposed by rising star Tunku, :

Abdul Rahman.
Thuralsmgam, WOI‘I‘led ‘about
the growing wedge between Onn

_and the .Tunku, arranged. for a

meeting at his heme at- Treacher
-Road (now Jalan Sultan Ismail) for

both men -to. settle the1r dlﬁ‘er-
. ences ! :

Thuralsmgam ata meetmg wnth his ofﬁcers when he was Member for Educatlon from 1951 to 1955

When they arrlved my- hus— -
- band did not ‘want anyone to be
- around,” said Thayamany:. ’

- “The family and relatives were

~told to stay outside. I orgamsed re-:

- freshments and thatwasit.” =
- The’ meeting, which took place’” .
“in the piano room, lasted the whole

night but the two could not come: to

“an agreement.’
. A second meeting was arranged .

and that, too, failed.”.
Disappointed- with the racial

slant. in:, Malayan - politics, Thu- - -
- raisingam resigned as Member for

Education in 1955, on the day his.’
-youngest daughterwas born at the v

Bangsar Hospital
-“On the way-baek from a teach-

er’s fraining college in Kota Baru, -

he came stralght to hospltal and

Her hrother Balan, 64 who is

- theveldest of his children, recalls
the day when hlS father escaped

death.

7 “In the late 1950s when my fa-

ther was the pres1dent of the Rub- -
ber Producers’ Council, he was
scheduled to-go to Europe for a
méeting. But because Lhad a ‘high
fever, he cancelled the 1:1'1p sald

- Balan.

“Latet, we heard that the Comet
4B aircraft. that he was to have

_-travelled in blew up at the Sungei.
"“Besi airport in Kuala Lumpur asit

was taking off.”
Thuraisingam was kmghted by -

| Queen_ Elizabeth II on July 10,
1955 for his services to the country

and Malayan education.. ' @
A proud. Thayamany was only

.~ too glad to show pictures of the

" ceremony.. -

told me he wanted to res1gn and
return to his law practice and S0~
cial work.

| thought he had: worked hard

enough and since he wanted to.-

- practice again, Isupported him.

“He said one term or two was
enough and that if he stayed toa
long, he would loseinterest.” - -

-His daughter, DroChandramam, '
Thuralsmgam Nadarajah, 53, re- -

calls the superstmous srde of her ,

 father,
“On race days lf the JOCkey was ¢

wearing yellow.and red, my mum .
had to wear a sari with the same

‘colour-combination,”she said.

.+ “Orif a black cat Were to cross
his path-on-race day, he would
w1thdraw his ‘horse (from -the

. race)

““We stayed in"a hotel across
Buckingham Palace and could see
the horses. - .

* “We had to ahght from the car at

.#he main gate and walk in, and put
on gloves before greetmg the k

A Queen

The family took countless- plc—
tureson the occasion. * -

“There are so- many . _pictures
‘that 'T-don’t know who some of
them are. ButI made surelkeptall -

- of them: hecause they are impor- .

tant tome.”

Thuralsmgam, the first leader of
the Ceylon Federation of Malaya, a
political: party - representing . the
Tamilian community from Sri Lan-
ka, was:. appomted a senator in
1957.

“He died on March 30 1979



