‘”growing Asmu pconomies i‘bécaﬁs.
it is less aligned with the United

States and Europe, Malays1a s

former prime minister says. -,

Mahathir. bin Mohamad, who
was in Wellington to dehver a
.Speech on criminalising war, said
yesterday that ‘New Zealand: was
‘more prepared to identify itself
with Asia.

“Australia seems to identify

itself with Europe and America.

* New Zealand-has a completely dif-
ferent world view and it’s also not

Amenca ” he said.
by Austrahan Prime

had ‘not* helped 8l-year-old Dr

Mahathir said.

. “When people talk about be-
commg [the US’] deputy sheriff
that’s not very welcome in our re-
glon E]

On Monday;, Dr Mahathlr,

critic of the US during his 22 years

as Malaysia’s leader till 2003, told

a packed Wellington. audlence of ..

400 that war must be made a pun
lshable crime. His"ipi

speech was dellvered. : at 'V1¢tor1a

and - included comparing ‘the
actions of US President George

Bush to that-of former Iraqi dic-

tator Saddam Hussein.

If Hussein had won the US led -

war, on Iraq, and Mr Bush was in
court then, “obviously they are
going to pass the death penalty on

Mr Bush . for Kkilling so many .

Iraqis”. More than 600,000 Iraqgis
had been killed, he said.

“Today’s war is a war against
unequal powers.”
- Dr. Mahathir told the aud1ence
t 7000 years-of war had led

~only to mass death and an
“escalatmg arms race as countries

. ference next mont

for closer AS1an tles

- The Pomdvion Rost - 4\l 2004

University’s annual Saad Lecture

spent millions . trymg to protect
themselves. “War is not an optlon ‘
because our capacity to Kill is so
huge now that we can blow up the
world.” Disputes should be re-
solved by criminalising war and
taking perpetrators to court.

“Warmongers”. could be de- |
feated only by electing pacifists as
leaders, he said. .

Malays1a was taking a leadmg
role in spreading the vision — |
which some would call an “im-
possible dream” -—’,f ough a con-
- illustrating
the effects of war. “The idea that
war is a crime must be spread
from now.”




