Right a

Degree alone not enough to ensureJob saysNajrb -

KUALA LUMPUR: The rlght,‘

* qualification alone will not
guarantee graduates a job- if
they do not equip themselves
with the right skills and atti-
tude, Deputy Prime Minister
Datuk Seri Najrb Tun Razak

said.
~ Reminding undergraduates
to equip themselves with the
relevant soft skills to compete
in the job market upon gradu-
ation, he said they must not be
‘content with what they have
but should strrve for excel-
lence,

“Havmg a degree today is not
enough,” he said in his keynote
address -when -opening the
National Career Carnival 2006
at the .Intérnational’: Islamrc
University Malaysia's “'main
campus in Gombak yesterday.

“If youare a doctor; don't just
‘be‘a general practitioner, be-a

specialist; ‘and.d¢ not just think -
of acquiring mere knowledge

but try to be the best. .

“If you have the right qualifi-
cations, right skills and attitude,
‘you -will find jobs anywhere
(including outside Malaysia).”

As ameasure to tackle the high
unemployment - rate .among
graduates, Najib said; the Cabi-
net had directed the Public
Services Department (PSD) to
expedite the process of filling the
32,000 vacancres in the publrc
sector. r

However he pointed out; this
alone  would not - solve un-
employment among graduates.
He encouraged them to venture

“into ‘the private sector or

explore self-employment. - -
~ “They cannot depend on the
Government for jobs; we must
never have the notion or think
that the Government -or- the
country owes us a job,” he said.
" “This mindset has to change.
“The private sector is more
competitive ‘and you need ‘to
equip yourself not only with
hard skills but also soft skills.”
He also warned undergradu-
ates that in this fast changing

‘economic environment, émplo-

yees need to constantly im-
prove -themselves with: new
skills or face the rrsk of being

- left behind. .
¢..On-the issue' of low Englrsh
- language : proficiency among:
~lecturers, . Najib - said - the

Government ‘was doing all it

could but it would take time to

improve the overall standard.
“We 'must not forget that

almost all the - administrators,

lecturers and professors were

educated in the Malay medi-

” he said.

‘Thrs was a policy shift made -

in" the 1970s so ‘we cannot

expect them to have the same .
‘level of profi¢iency as the gen- |

eration before them who were
educated in Engllsh "
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