Downsizing does not make bo

PUTRAJAYA " Employers “who' down- i

size their workforce due to op_eratrons
trearnllnlng and for economic reasons
are not :necessarily. bad besses, said

Hiimarr Resotirces Mlmster Dat-uk Seri

Dr Fong Chan Onn.

Even multinational companies l1ke oo

abad employer; The Malaysian Emplo-
“yers - Federation should not  refer. to
“employers who have:to downsrze as .

Moftorola and. certain airlines have had
to downsize when trmes were hard he

“added. S
“Sometimes, these compames ‘have
to reduce the: number of workers to -
compete better-in-a globalised econo-

‘my. But thrs does not mean that they
are bad employers,” he told reporters

after attending a convocation ceremo-:

ny for skills institutes graduates at the .

International COnventron Centre here
yesterday.” -
“I. don’t want anybody to-be labelled

bad bosses because. thlS is very
tive.”
.Dr Fong ‘was cornmentmg

Natronal Labour Actr’

statement by MEF president Datu

* Azman Shah Harun that the federa- -

tion was against the setting up of any

retrenchment fund for workers as’
~this meant that good employers .

were paying for the ‘mistakes made E
-by bad employers.”- I

Both -the: MEF and

D55 es bad, says Fong

A special commlttee headed by’
Human Resources Ministry secretary- .
“general Datuk Thomas' George with
MEF and MTUC representatives was-
later formed to look into the proposal.
Dr Fong also reminded thie MEFthat,
 this agreement was reached in the first
place because the Government was -
- willing to amend the Employment Act
- 10 make:it more flexible for bosses to
_hire-of fire workers, but only if such a

retrenchment fund was set up as a

‘ ,safety net..

The --MEF ‘and -other employers

-organisations like -the- Federation of

Malaysian ‘Manufacturers. had. long
complalned that labour laws in the

, country were too rigid, he added.

under those circumstances

retrenchment scheme as a whole
package: The idea-is to achieve a bal-
arice,” he said, adding that the MEF had

also at that time, claimed that this was -

“farr solutron R




